


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 16 OCTOBER 2023 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

2775. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, M Reeves, N Savage & L Wood.

Apologies: Councillors C Middleton & I Wilson. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk, from Walgrave Parish Council A Staples & A Laker and 16 members of the public.

2776. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

2777. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

2778. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
Mr B Tomlin questioned the application which stated there would be no commercial activities on the site but clearly there would be.  Mr M Barritt – only 46 objections were mentioned in the report, but he knew of over 300 being had delivered to Towcester.  It was however, pointed out that these had been a photocopy of the same letter, albeit signed by different people and hence treated as a petition which only counted as ONE objection.  Other items mentioned:
· Errors in the report regarding objections/strength of feeling
· Walgrave Primary School was full but would legally be obliged to offer places
· 10+ misrepresentations in the application
· How would the number of plots etc be policed to ensure the correct number/people
· Comments apparently can still be uploaded until a decision is made.

2779. To consider any further action on planning application WND/2022/1066 prior to WNC meeting.
The Clerk informed the meeting that WNC D Cribbin’s had sent his apologies.  Whilst he was unable to attend the Strategic Planning meeting in person he would be “remotely”.  He had already had to provide a statement with his main concerns being the development in open countryside and the highways/transport issues.

A discussion ensued – this application was discussed in the February meeting and with just a week’s notice it has gone from a planning meeting to a Strategic Planning Meeting as a major application to be held on Tuesday 17 October, at which a decision will be made and the only recourse would be a Judicial Review.

It was agreed that the emphasis will be concentration on what the PC and village have already said.  Councillors D Basford & N Savage had already registered to speak as this had to be done by 16 October.  

Councillor D Basford will be speaking on behalf of the PC and cover the following areas – the various errors in the actual application and traffic/highways.  It was considered that the Local Highways Authority had been allegedly negligent in their duty of due diligence in that they only considered the site entrance.  Red House Lane/A43 junction is already used by a large number of existing HGV lorries add to this, articulated lorries also towing a caravan – could be 25.9m long.  In addition, they only looked at a 5 year period for accident figures – however two of these included Covid lock down periods.  The frequency of incidents at this junction is increasing.  Whilst the entrance into the site is to be increased this will have no impact on the A43 junction whereby lorries will require both carriageways to turn.  Councillor D Basford also did a vehicle count over a two hour period that morning to be presented as evidence.  Also, no consideration has been made of the cumulative effect of recent and current planning applications on traffic.

Councillor N Savage would speak as an objector from the village and would cover the scale of the development, the impact on open countryside and that the application should be fair and equal to all, whereas the report showed a preference for this application as WNC had itself failed to support/develop a plan for this group of applicants.  The objections have nothing to do with the applicants but the actual scale of the development in relation to the village.

Councillor D Basford had also met with the local MP Chris Heaton-Harris on 14 October at a drop in session in Earls Barton.  The MP was unaware of this application as he is not part of the planning process.  He was 100% behind the Parish Council and asked for copies of the objections - which have been sent.  The MP will email the CEO of WNC to see if he could defer part of the planning process to give him time to look into this.

Walgrave Parish Chairman A Staples stated that his fellow Councillor A Laker would be attending the meeting as on objector to raise the issues from their Parish.  They had also emailed WNC that should they be minded to approve they would ask for an additional condition to be considered – that all HGV’s do not turn left out of the site and go through the villages but turn right out to the A43.  The Chairman thanked Walgrave PC for their support.

It was also felt that WNC had not followed its’ own consultation policy/process and a lack of transparency.

Should WNC be minded to approve, then Councillor N Savage indicated that further planning applications would be required – for example - per the report that the agricultural tie be amended include the use of travelling showmen.

The two Councillors will report back after the meeting.

2780. Date of next meeting – 6 November 2023.



	
