


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL



MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4 DECEMBER 2023 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

2804. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, M Reeves & I Wilson.

Apologies: Councillors C Middleton, N Savage & L Wood. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

2805. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

2806. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
Councillor I Wilson confirmed that the Village Hall would not be seeking a grant in 2024.  There were no members declaration of interest for items on the agenda.

2807. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

2808. West Northants Councillors.
As previously minuted the West Northants Councillors will only attend when asked to over a specific area of concern.

2809. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 6 November 2023.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Councillor D Basford and signed by the Chairman.  

2810. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
The overgrown vegetation at the junction of A43 and Red House Lane – Councillor D Basford has chased the MP again.
The lorry park will be discussed under item 2814.
The formal complaint will be discussed under item 2816.
The calling in of 2023/5974 will be discussed under 2815.
Traffic calming will be discussed under item 2818.
Grass cutting contract will be discussed under item 2822.
The draft budget will be discussed under item 2824.

2811. Correspondence:
(a) Telephone call from villager regarding a donation to provide a “Trim Trail” at Walgrave School.
The Clerk had received a call enquiring if the PC was able to provide a donation to Walgrave School – all four feeder parishes were being contacted.  The Clerk had sent an email to WNC to see if CIL monies could be used but was still awaiting a response.  The PC asked the Clerk to obtain further details on the project.
(b) Letter termination tenancy to allotment plots 15 -18 – for information.

2812. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments – following the termination of plots 15 – 18 there are now 6 available plots.  Councillor I Wilson stated that 15-18 were overgrown and that plots 12 & 13 were being kept clear by Mr L Austin.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – OK but with a lot of badger activity.

2813. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
Nothing local to report.

2814. Update on the “lorry park” on Mere Farm Business Complex.
This will be deferred to the next meeting – despite chasing emails & a further telephone call today – no response has been received.

2815. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part), 2023/5974/FULL lodges, Mere Farm Business Complex.
The Clerk had received a call from WNC D Cribbin – unfortunately because he and M Warren were on holiday 2023/5974 had NOT been called in.  He will try and put pressure on the Assistant Director of Planning to try & force this to go before committee.  He did point out that when the original application was turned down by DDC and went to appeal, the only reason it was upheld was on the grounds of “bio-diversity”.  A revised report – dated June 2022 had been submitted with this new application.

2816. To consider making a formal complaint against WNC for failure to have in place a policy for travellers etc.
It was agreed that the PC will not pursue this matter.

2817. Update on Gigaclear roll out & “making good” of verges etc. (NS).
In the absence of Councillor N Savage this item was deferred to the next meeting.

2818. To look into reducing the village speed limit to 20mph/traffic calming measures update.
The Clerk & Councillor D Basford will be meeting with H Howard of Highways on 13 December and will report back at the next meeting.

2819. CIL money projects.
Councillor D Basford enquired if CIL monies could be used to pay for the layering of the allotment hedge – he had seen a company quoting £10-£30 pm – he will arrange for a quote.  The Chairman asked if stakes & binders were included in the price as he was expecting it to be closer to £100pm.  Once the Clerk has heard back re spending of CIL monies from WNC she would ask the question if this project would qualify.

2820. Update on the Ash tree in School Lane subject to a TPO – if any.
The Clerk had not heard from Mr M Venton regarding any update – chased again today.

2821. JST lorries at Poldermere Business Centre.
This was deferred until the next meeting.

2822. To consider the three-year grass mowing contract for 2024/26.
Following the article in Hannington Life and Councillor D Basford chat to the two residents of Orchard Close – no amendments to the area required grass cutting was needed.  The Clerk to send out three quotes & report back at the next meeting.

2823. To agree Clerk’s salary review – National Joint Council for Local Government Service agreed new rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2023 - from £13.70 per hour to £14.70.
It was agreed to implement the increase.

2824. Draft budget 2024/25.
The Clerk had re-issued the revised figures. Following a discussion, it was agreed to include £200 for the ultimate replacement of the defibrillator.

It was agreed to accept the revised budget figure of £11,369.90 and to set a draft precept of £10,500 plus 5% £11,025 – this was unanimously agreed.  WNC have get to issue the band rate for a “D” property for 2024/25. The paperwork will be signed off at the next meeting, in case the PC became aware of any further increases/additional expenditure required.

2825. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
There were no items of expenditure since the last meeting.
	
The reconciled bank balance was £25,168.56 being General £15,072.71 and CIL £10,095.85

(b) Approve income received.
There had been no income received since the last meeting.

2826. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for December, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to the inclusion of the Tote winner.

2827. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting.

2828. Date of next meeting – 8 January 2024.



	
