


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 6 JULY 2026 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON


3456. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton & Councillors D Basford, R Horrocks, N Jenks & I Wilson.

Apologies: Vice Chair L Wood & Councillor C Middleton. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 3 members of the public (Mrs J Cookman, Mr G Martin & Mr S Pickering).

3457. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3458. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no members declaration of interest for items on the agenda.

3459. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
Mr S Pickering addressed the meeting – he gave a brief outline re CT2 – the definitive line closest to the house had not been used in over 30 years & he had written to the Definitive map team to get it moved to the “walked route” to enable him to complete the landscaping/fencing/re-instate the driveway.  He asked if the suggested route made any change to the enjoyment etc of the route.  He saw this as two elements – close to the house and a move of the route at the right hand side to a straighter line – the current bridge is in need of repair/replacement, wanted to clear the pond, install a fire pit and turn part of the land into an orchard.  Mr G Martin stated that it was the landowner’s responsibility to keep the path clear (brambles etc) and was assured this would be tackled at the weekend. Mr S Pickering apologies regarding the whole process and now realises what should have happened having relied on advice. Councillor D Basford pointed out that having materials on a PROW was in fact a criminal offence.  Councillor I Wilson enquired if he had actually applied to have the whole footpath moved (near the willow this was some 10-12m from the original route – Mr S Pickering agreed it had not.  Both Councillor D Basford & R Horrocks wanted to ensure that the correct procedures/processes were followed.  Until a formal plan was in place it was very difficult to understand what the plan was and envisage if it would have any impact on the enjoyment of the route – creating a fenced in tunnel would not.  Mr S Pickering outlined the two options available to him - £275 initial fee with no upper limit (Highways) or a fixed fee of £8500 but with no guarantee it will be granted.  Mr S Pickering agreed to share his plans with the Clerk for her to circulate to the PC.  In addition, would like some idea of the time scales involved.  Once more was known the Chair will meet with Mr S Pickering.

3460. West Northants Councillor.
		The West Northants Councillor sent her apologies.

3461. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meetings dated 4 May and 1 June 2026.
The minutes have been previously circulated were approved as follows and then signed by the Chairman.

	DATE
	PROPOSED
	SECONDED

	4 May 2026
	Councillor D Basford
	Councillor R Horrocks

	1 June 2026
	Councillor N Jenks
	The Chairman



3462. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
The deferred May minutes were discussed under item 3461.
Installation of the posts will be discussed under item 3465.
The Community Speed Launch scheme will be discussed under item 3466.
Councillor D Basford complaint will be discussed under item 3471.
The new PC website & PC email addressed will be discussed under item 3473.
Internal Audit report recommendations:
· Standing Orders & Financial Regulations – item 3463
· IT policy – item 3463
· PC emails – item 3473
· Legal powers for expenditure – now included
· New website – item 3473
	The Clerk had submitted the Certificate of Exemption to PKF Littlejohn.
	The Clerk had submitted the 2026 CIL report to West Northants Council & published on the website.

3463. Adoption of the revised Standing Orders, Financial Regulations & new IT Policy.
The Clerk had circulated the new/updated policies – Standing Orders changes related to section 14 Code of Conduct Complaints & section 18 Financial Controls & Procurement – Financial Regulations – only section 5 Procurement.  They were proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed as follows:

	POLICY
	PROPOSED
	SECONDED

	Standing Orders
	Councillor N Jenks
	Councillor R Horrocks

	Financial Regulations
	Councillor I Wilson
	Councillor N Jenks

	IT Policy
	Councillor N Jenks
	Councillor I Wilson



	The Clerk to upload to the website.
3464. Correspondence:
(a) None.

3465. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts – OK.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – Mr G Martin reported that they were both OK – having swept them out.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of post/rails – Councillor N Jenks to look at the fencing at the rear of the plot and report back.
(e) Defibrillator – Councillor R Horrocks reported that he had had a handover from Mr M Reeves.  He noted that the defibrillator would need a new battery in November – c£250 and new pads in January c£75 – these are currently covered by the CIL monies.
The installation of the posts remains outstanding.

3466. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator and to include any Police reports received and Community Speed Watch relaunch.
Nothing to report locally.  Councillor D Basford took away the Clerk’s copy of the email on the Community Speed Watch and will look into the scheme and what it entails.  He will report back at the next meeting. If volunteers were required, this could present a problem based on past experiences.

3467. Green Hill Solar Project update (IW).
The consultation period having closed, this is now on hold until October 2026.

3468. Arrangements for the “August village Walkabout”.
It was agreed the Councillors would meet on 3 August at 7.15pm by the noticeboard.

3469. S247 Town & Country Planning Act 1990 – diversion of Highway (East Midlands) Order 202 – part diversion CT2.
This item had in part been covered under the public forum.  The Parish Council discussed its’ position on the item.  It was agreed that they could not support the application at this time as there was NO full diversion plan for the footpath.  Consequently, they were not able to visualise what the end result would look like, nor if it will have any effect/impact on the villager’s enjoyment of the proposed route compared to the original.  Based on this, the Parish Council OBJECTS to the proposal.  The Parish Council also note that in principal, the development is complete as it has been occupied for the past two years and as such s247 is NOT the correct tool to be used to divert the Public Right of Way.  The Clerk will email the PC decision.

3470. 2026/2026/FULL – proposed use of land as open storage yard (use Class B8).  Land south of Woodmeadow, Kettering Road, Hannington.
Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council would object to this application due to Highway safety concerns – unsafe access point and the state of Hardwick Lane itself – rural, single track road, with passing places and it is already in a very poor condition, without the added burden of increased heavy traffic using it, which will see it deteriorate further. The Clerk will upload this to the planning portal.

3471. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8.  Updates on other Planning issues – Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
No updates to report, the diversion of CT2 having been discussed under item 3469.

3472. To receive any update on the speed reduction along A43 & Red House Lane.
Nothing to report since the last meeting.  Councillor R Horrocks asked if Highways were going to remove the 60mph repeater signs near the junction.  After the speed panel review in October, Helen Howard had emailed to say that whilst they would nor reduce the speed limit by the livery yard on Holcot Road, they would look to install a horse warning sign – the Clerk to chase.

3473. CIL money projects – Pocket Park (perimeter fencing, reinforce internal boundary, picnic tables, fill in pond, hedge laying, play equipment), PC’s email addresses, website & Village Hall upgrade projects.
The Clerk had been in contact with Parish Online – each Parish Councillor had their own PC email address – all of these have now been set up with the exception of Councillor N Jenks - the Clerk to forward her the email again. The Clerk had also been advised that the new website is up and running but will need some adjustments which the Clerk will have to do.  In addition, the Clerk is to arrange for Parish Online to set up the automatic re-direction to the new web site.

3474. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:

	Payee
	Description
	Power
	Cheque No
	Amount

	Lloyds Bank plc
	Bank Charges
	LGA 72, s111
	D/D 26/05
	£5.75

	Lloyds Bank plc
	Bank Charges
	LGA 72, s111
	D/D 29/05
	£5.25

	Mrs JP Friell
	Salary (Apr-June)
	LGA 72, s112
	Chq 959
	£1,208.47

	HMRC
	PAYE
	LGA 72, s112
	Chq 960
	£287.00

	LA Tech CIC
	Website/email
	LGA 72, s142
	Chq 961
	£330.00

	TJ Whitaker
	Grass Cutting
	OSA 06, s9-10
	Chq 962
	£310.00

	
	
	
	
	



The reconciled bank balance was £24,117.15 being General £16,511.24 Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £800.00 and CIL £6,805.91 (from 28 April 2022 monies).

(b) Approve income received.
Two allotment rents had been received by BACS - £60

(c) Agree to move £200 from the General Fund to the Defibrillator replacement fund.
It was agreed to transfer the £200.

(d) Apr – June 2026 quarterly budget v actual and bank reconciliation at 30 June 2026.
The Clerk had previously circulated the figures which showed the actual expenditure for the three months to 30 June was £3,885 against a budget of £4,242 – timing difference on the Clerk’s salary increase. The Clerk had also circulated details of the bank reconciliation/statement/payments/receipts, which was signed as accurate by the Councillor D Basford (Councillor N Jenks having left the meeting) and the Clerk.

(e) Update the bank mandate.
It was agreed that the Clerk would prepare the paperwork for the September meeting.  Mr M Reeves would be deleted & Councillor R Horrocks be added.  The Clerk had spoken to the bank regarding the change of surnames for Councillor N Jenks & the Vice Chair – both just need to email (the Clerk will provide the address) stating the change of name & a copy of the marriage certificate - apparently, they did not need a sample signature.  During this conversation it transpired that Councillor N Jenks (nee Savage was NOT on the mandate.  The Clerk will double check this is the case bearing in mind on a previous variation of the mandate she had signed as an existing signatory and will then either add to the revised mandate or get her to send the required email.

3475. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
	Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for July, which had been circulated ahead of the meeting as per item 3453 -it was formally agreed by the Parish Council for publication.

3476. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting.

3477. Date of next meeting: 7 September 2026.



	
