


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 2 DECEMBER 2024 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3061. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
[bookmark: _Hlk187060915]Present:  Vice Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, M Reeves (from item 3064), I Wilson & L Wood.

Apologies: Chairman C Middleton & Councillor N Savage. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

In the absence of the Chair, the Vice Chairman would fulfil the role for this meeting.

3062. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3063. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
Councillor I Wilson confirmed that the Village Hall would not be seeking a grant in 2025.  There were no members declaration of interest for items on the agenda. Councillor M Reeve stated he had no declaration of interest when he arrived.

3064. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

3065. West Northants Councillors.
As previously minuted the West Northants Councillors will only attend when asked to cover a specific area of concern.

3066. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meetings dated 7 October & 4 November 2024.
Both sets of minutes having been previously circulated – the delayed 7 October were proposed for acceptance by Councillor M Reeves and seconded by Councillor L Wood, the 4 November were proposed for acceptance by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Councillor D Basford.  Both sets were signed by the Acting Chair.

3067. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
The Holcot Road potholes had been repaired shortly after the meeting and therefore not reported on FixMyStreet.
The signing of the October minutes had been done during item 3066.
The Chair has given the details of the allotment plots to Councillor I Wilson.
The installation of the posts will be discussed under item 3069.
The WTCO update will be discussed under item 3073.
Councillor N Savage to obtain a “green waste bin” for 2025.
The purchase of a new notice board will be discussed under item 3074.
The draft budget for 2025/26 will be discussed under item 3075.

3068. Correspondence:
(a) Telephone call from villager regarding the recycling of coffee pods – possible article for HL.
The Clerk had received a telephone call regarding “Tassimo” pods that could be recycled using “Podback” bags taken to the shop in Mawsley & the Co-op in Moulton.  However, there was no mention of where to obtain the bags.

3069. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts - OK.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of posts – OK.
The posts still need to be installed.
3070. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
Nothing to report locally.

3071. Green Hill Solar Project (IW).
Councillor I Wilson reminded the meeting, that there would be a “drop in” session at Walgrave Village Hall on Saturday 7 December between 2 & 7pm.  He had also drafted an article for Hannington Life.

3072. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part). Planning breaches – lorry park, Mere Farm Business Park, Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
The above remain undecided. The PC has yet to see the planning application mentioned by Ruth Furniss from WNC in her email dated 1 October.
The Acting Chair suggested that Land Registry be checked to find the owner of the Mere Farm Business Park and to ascertain if they had an operator’s licence for the site – there were concerns regarding the lorries using the A43/Red House Lane junction.
It was agreed that Councillor D Basford would put in a FOI request for both business parks on Red House Lane.
It was also agreed that the Clerk email WNC D Cribbin to request his attendance at the next meeting to discuss planning and other concerns.  It was also felt that the PC would have appreciated at least one attendance by a WN Councillor, without being specifically invited to discuss a particular item – which had been the case under the previous DDC and NNC authorities.

3073. Update the Parish Council - to consider the report from the Wildlife Trust Conservation Officer on ways to improve/update the pocket park and to discuss any actions.
Councillor L Wood apologised for not forwarding a copy of the report, which she did during the meeting.  She is still working her way through the report – very shady/overgrown/level of ivy on the trees/recommendations of how to clear/list of people to contact. She is also still waiting to hear back from the “Bat people” before having a tree surgeon come out.  It is unlikely very little will happen before Spring.  Councillor L Wood also confirmed that she had not heard back from the owners of Hannington House regarding setting up a meeting to walk the boundary.

3074. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board.
It was felt that a new notice board would be useful.  Councillor L Wood expressed her amazement about the number of different options out there.  It will need to be bigger than the current one and made of a material that will last – therefore steering away from wood. It was agreed further research was required.

3075. Draft budget 2025/26.
The Clerk had circulated the revised figures.  Following a discussion, it was unanimously agreed to reduce the grant to the Church to £200 and the Clerk also mentioned the addition of bank charges – dependent on the discussion of item 3076 c.  The level of reserve was also mentioned – 3-12 months of revenue – which the PC already had when looking at the projected bank balance for 31 March 2025.  The Clerk will issue final figures so that the draft budget can be agreed at the January meeting and the precept be set.

3076. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:

nPower – 3 Oct – electricity supply				D/D		 £129.42
Mrs JP Friell – toner cartridge/waste toner container		Chq 911	   £94.80

The reconciled bank balance was £26,013.41 being General £15,719.50, Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £450.00 and CIL £9,843.91

(b) Approve income received.
There was no income received since the last meeting.

(c) Lloyds Bank – notification of changing to a Community Account and monthly costs.
The Clerk had circulated a copy of the letter she had received from Lloyds Bank regarding the change to the current account from 14 January 2025.  There would be a monthly charge of £4.25 (£51 pa) and a charge of c50p per deposit/cheque/direct debit etc – based on the current year this would equate to c52 transaction @ 50p - £26.00 billed monthly as occurred.  It was agreed to accept these changes and that £100 be added to the budget for bank charges.

3077. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
The Chair had produced a draft copy for December, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to the inclusion of the Tote winners. The Clerk to produce a new residents pack for Turners Farm Close.

3078. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
Councillor D Basford requested that the PC find the contact details for the local police that cover the village.

3079. Date of next meeting: 6 January 2025.



	
