


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5 FEBRUARY 2024 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

2852. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, M Reeves, N Savage, I Wilson & L Wood.

Apologies: Councillor C Middleton. The Parish Council approved the reason for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

2853. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

2854. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

2855. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
Mr G Martin again commented on the “dimness” of the street light in Red House Lane.  It was agreed that Councillor D Basford would inspect it on his way home and report back to the Clerk for notification to E.on if required.

2856. West Northants Councillors.
As previously minuted the West Northants Councillors will only attend when asked to over a specific area of concern.

2857. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 8 January 2024.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Councillor N Savage and signed by the Chairman.

2858. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Councillor D Basford had received a response on 31 January – the Assistant Director of Highways stated that the vision splay on the A43/Red House Lane junction was as it was originally constructed and whilst it did not meet with current legislation, this could not be applied as the Council did not own the land (it would need compulsory purchase to achieve this).  Councillor D Basford had written to them stating that Highways would be culpable for any accidents/incidents at this junction as they were aware of the problem.  The junction is on the “Red Route” plan – Round Spinney to Kettering - current plan 2021-23.  It was agreed to revisit the Statement of Concern – update for known incidents, look into the Red Route Plan and put on the next agenda.

The grass mowing contract had been sent to Maximow and a signed copy returned.
The Clerk had submitted the precept request form.
The new fence posts would be discussed under item 2860.

2859. Correspondence:
(a) WNC – re-assessing s136 grants for grass mowing.
The Clerk had received an email stating that the mowing grants were in need of a refresh and that WNC were to complete a full measure & refreshment of rates – the Clerk stated that the grant received by HPC had remained unchanged at £76.51 since 2015.

2860. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments – to include purchase of a new gate post - OK.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK
(d) Mallards Wood – to include an update on the state of the fencing/purchase of new gate post - OK
Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Chairman would purchase 3 oak gate posts and a new rail – the cost of which would be covered by the saving made on insurance.
2861. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report locally.

2862. Update on the “lorry park” on Mere Farm Business Complex.
The Clerk had yet to hear back from Mr S Ryall whether the letter had been sent to apply for retrospective planning or cease the use.  It was agreed to move this item into Planning Update.

2863. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part), 2023/5974/FULL lodges, Mere Farm Business Complex.
Both still pending.

2864. Update on Gigaclear roll out & “making good” of verges etc. (NS).
Councillor N Savage reported there was very little that could be done – some attempt had been made along the Walgrave Road and they had carried out some to School Lane – despite not been a result of their vehicles.  It was agreed that this item will be dropped from the agenda.

2865. To look into reducing the village speed limit to 20mph/traffic calming measures update – to include meeting with H Howard.
Councillor D Basford and the Clerk had met with Helen Howard on 17 January – she agreed the following:
· Reported all faded road markings.
· Following a discussion with their engineers there was not the required visibility to have a priority feature on Red House Lane
· Added 2* pedestrian in road warning signs.
· Get 6 advisory 20mph signs when they come in.

The 7.5 ton weight restriction was also discussed – but how do you get it enforced.

2866. CIL money projects – to include Walgrave Primary School Trim Trail/layering of allotment hedge/traffic calming measures/new fencing Pocket Park & Mallards Wood.
The Walgrave “Trim Trail” would not be eligible as it was only available to the school children in term time and not the wider community.  The allotment hedge would need another 2-3 years to mature.  Traffic calming – due to the lack of visibility as mentioned in item 2865 the PC could not progress with a priority feature.  It was decided to leave the fencing at present but could be re-visited in the future.

2867. Update on the Ash tree in School Lane subject to a TPO – if any.
The Clerk had had an email from Mr M Venton - he had not been back since his initial visit last year to see if the tree had responded with any regrowth.  The Clerk had sent him some recent photographs, but he had not responded.  He did mention that should the Ash fail to shoot and needs to be removed, he will discuss the options regarding an official replacement and keep the parish informed.

2868. JST lorries at Poldermere Business Centre.
Councillor D Basford attended the Planning Offices in Towcester to look at the various records, however all that was available was the same currently on the website.  Having spoken to their customer services, the lady would need to speak to a Planning Officer and get back to him.  In the meantime, he has sent in a FOI request for all the planning at the site to see if HGV wagons/storage was included – they have 20 working days in which to respond.

2869. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
There were no items received since the last meeting.

The reconciled bank balance was £23,971.23 being General £13,875.38 and CIL £10,095.85

(b) Approve income received.
The Grass Mowing grant of £76.51 was received from WNC on 28 December.



2870. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for February, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication, subject to adding in the Tote winner and an article on the Village Hall Table Top sale.  Councillor I Wilson would also need an additional copy & a new resident pack.

2871. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for the next meeting.

2872. Date of next meeting – 4 March 2024.



	
