


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 3 FEBRUARY 2025 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3101. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present:  Vice Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, M Reeves, N Savage, I Wilson & L Wood.

Apologies: Chairman C Middleton. The Parish Council approved the reason for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk, West Northants Councillor D Cribbin and 5 members of the public (Mr E Cookman, Mrs R Wood, Mrs K Wilson, Mr & Mrs Riccioni).

In the absence of the Chair, the Vice Chairman would fulfil the role for this meeting.

3102. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3103. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

3104. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
In light of the attendance of WNC D Cribbin, and that there were no requests to speak, other than to the WNC Councillor, it was agreed to take items 3104, 3105 and 3106 together.
	
Mrs K Wilson mentioned the 33 conditions that had been attached to the granting of the Showman’s application and who was responsible to ensure they were complied with.  She mentioned the gateway that was meant to be enlarged and a lorry getting stuck in it, blocking the highway.  She had notified WNC Planning and got the standard 6 week letter back, but nothing since. WNC D Cribbin stated it was down to the Enforcement Team to enforce but stated it was a slow process.  Councillor D Basford – the Enforcement Team expect the public to let them know about breaches, but then do nothing about it.

Mere Farm Business Park – lorry park – WNC D Cribbin had escalated to Cllr David Smith who is the Portfolio Holder for Planning.  He had chased again today for an update and also mentioned that the case had been “closed” over the summer.  He will try & speak to him again.  The worse case scenario is to report to the Local Government Ombudsman once local resolution has been exhausted.

Both the Chair & Councillor D Basford commented on the dangerous junction – A43/Red House Lane – Highways do not see it – WNC would appear not to be interested in the PC views, yet they are the ones closest to the “ground”.

WNC D Cribbin commented that the planning system at WNC is “below par” and he sees similar frustrations in the rest of the ward.  Cllr D Smith had been brought in to improve the situation and that it was better than it was.  He also stated that Hannington does seem to have more breaches for its’ size.  Enforcement does suffer from a lack of staff; therefore, they have to prioritise what they can do and in many cases the resolution is to “regularise the problem” by putting a new planning application in to cover the breach.

In the May elections, following a review from the Local Government Boundary Commission (put in place after the creation of the two unitary authorities for Northamptonshire) – the number of WNC Councillors will drop from 93 to 76, and will be based more on the number of electorate in each ward to make them of similar size.  Hannington will no longer be in the Moulton Ward represented by 3 councillors but a new Rural North East ward covering 15 villages and one councillor. The prospective Conservative candidate Cecile Irving-Swift, is retired and therefore will have more time to attend meetings.  She is also very vocal and Hannington will not be less represented.

The Chairman thanked WNC D Cribbin for attending the meeting and invited him to leave at this point should he so wish. WNC D Cribbin stated that he would stay for the rest of the meeting.

3105. West Northants Councillors.
See item 3104.

3106. To agree any items the PC wish to raise with WNC D Cribbin, for him to update his successor after the May elections.
See item 3104.

3107. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 6 January 2025.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Councillor L Wood and signed by the Chairman.

3108. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Points for WNC D Cribbin to raise with successor, was discussed under item 3106.
Councillor N Savage to obtain a “green waste bin” for 2025.
Installation of the posts to be discussed under item 3110.
Grass mowing contract to be discussed under item 3112. 
The Clerk has contacted the Clerks of Walgrave, Holcot & Old – none had any issues with the Planning Department.  Holcot had discussed it at their last PC meeting and were happy to support and help Hannington if needed.
The Clerk had submitted the precept paperwork to WNC.

3109. Correspondence:
(a) WNC Annual Parish Conference -provisional date 12 June – 10 to 12.30pm – noted.

3110. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK. The Chair and Councillor I Wilson have still to visit the pocket park and report back at the next meeting is further action is required.  
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts – OK. An additional two plots were now available as the Chairman had received notification that the tenant would not be renewing for 2025.  The Vice Chairman will carry out an inspection pending the refund of the deposit held.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of posts – OK.

The installation of the posts remains outstanding.

3111. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report locally and the village WhatsApp group had been quiet on such matters.

3112. To consider a new three year grass mowing contract for 2025/27 following the termination by Maximow.
The Clerk had received four quotes:
Mowerman - £2,700.00 plus vat			Cutcrew - £2,880 plus vat
TJ Whittaker - £3,250 (not VAT registered)	Emery Grounds - £3,940 plus vat
The Clerk had approached the Clerks on their WhatsApp Group, as TJ Whittaker currently cuts the grass at Old & Walgrave – the latter giving him a good endorsement.  Following a discussing, it was agreed to award the contract to TJ Whittaker - the Clerk will send a letter to confirm this. NB an amount of £3,600 had been set in the precept for grass cutting.

3113. Green Hill Solar Project (IW).
Councillor I Wilson stated that nothing was happening currently – he had meant to contact the Stop Green Hill Campaign but had not had time before the meeting. WNC D Cribbin mentioned that his colleague M Warren had emailed WNC planning department for an update and that North Northants Council was making more of a “noise” but that it did affect them more.  The actual planning decision is NOT with WNC, who are only a consultee, but with Central Government who are set on “Net Zero” carbon policy. The PC discussed the loss of agricultural land and why brown field sites were not being considered, together with the warehouse roofing along the M1/M6/A14.

3114. Planning Application 2025/0006/FULL – conversion of agricultural building to a 2-bedroom dwelling house & associated works.  Land off Red House Lane, Hannington (opposite the allotments).
Following a discussion, it was agreed to support the application with the proviso that the rights to permitted development be removed as this development was within “open” countryside, should the application be granted.  The Clerk to inform WNC.

3115. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part). Planning breaches – lorry park, Mere Farm Business Park, Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
The above all remain outstanding.  WNC D Cribbin commented that the Diversion of CT8 needs to be resolved and will look into.

3116. WNC Planning Department issues in general (DB).
This was covered under item 3104 – WNC D Cribbin commented again that it was unusual to have this number of issues based on the size of the village.

3117. Update the Parish Council - to consider the report from the Wildlife Trust Conservation Officer on ways to improve/update the pocket park and to discuss any actions.
Councillor L Wood had chased the “Bat People” and had been sent some paperwork to look through.  There is legislation to ensure that their habitat is protected - recommend bat boxes and having a bat survey.  She will look into further and report back at the next meeting.

3118. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board.
It was agreed to defer this to the next meeting.

3119. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
There were no items of expenditure since the last meeting.

The reconciled bank balance was £25,276.17 being General £15,182.26, Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £450.00 and CIL £9,843.91

(b) Approve income received.
The Grass Mowing grant from West Northants Council of £522.14 was received on 18 December.

3120. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
The Chair had produced a draft copy for February, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication, subject to adding in the Tote winner and moving the FixMyStreet article to the front page – requesting that all villagers report the potholes in and around Hannington, in an attempt to get them fixed. A Welcome pack was required for Main Street.

3121. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting.

3122. Date of next meeting: 3 March 2025.



	
