


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8 JANUARY 2024 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

2829. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, N Savage, I Wilson & L Wood.

Apologies: Councillors C Middleton & M Reeves. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 2 members of the public (Mr G Martin & Mrs R Wood).

2830. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

2831. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

2832. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
Mr G Martin remarked that in view of the current work outside the village hall by Cadent (Gas) they would need to ensure that the white lines are re-instated.

2833. West Northants Councillors.
As previously minuted the West Northants Councillors will only attend when asked to over a specific area of concern.

2834. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 4 December 2023.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Councillor D Basford and signed by the Chairman.

2835. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Councillor D Basford had gone back to the MP as the response from Highways included one of his photographs to show works had been carried out.
Walgrave School “Trim Trail” will be discussed under item 2843.
Gigaclear will be discussed under item 2841.
Speed reduction will be discussed under item 2842.
Hedge laying will be discussed under item 2843.
The grass cutting contract will be discussed under item 2846.
The draft budget & precept will be discussed under item 2847.

2836. Correspondence:
(a) Senbotex – textile recycling bank – this was passed to the Village Hall Committees.
Mr G Martin mentioned that they could harbour additional rubbish.

2837. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments - the Chairman had been advised that one of the gate posts was rotten – a replacement in softwood would be £75 whilst an oak one would cost £100.  It was agreed to consider this further under item 2843.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – OK.
There was also a vote of thanks to Mrs R Wood for her continuing litter picking in and around the village.

2838. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report locally.

2839. Update on the “lorry park” on Mere Farm Business Complex.
The Clerk had finally had a response from Mr S Ryall – Planning Enforcement Officer – based on the photographs provided he considered it a material change of use requiring planning permission.  He would shortly be writing to the owner to request they either a) apply for retrospective planning or b) cease the use of the land as a lorry park.  He would inform the Clerk when the letter had been sent.

2840. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part), 2023/5974/FULL lodges, Mere Farm Business Complex.
Both still pending.

2841. Update on Gigaclear roll out & “making good” of verges etc. (NS).
Councillor N Savage had little to report.  The damage done in School Lane was not Gigaclear.  She will conduct a survey on WhatsApp to find out how many in the village signed up and their experience – her contract had been cancelled, another Councillor had cancelled theirs and a third stated it did not work throughout the property.  Next month would be the last update.

2842. To look into reducing the village speed limit to 20mph/traffic calming measures update.
The meeting between Helen Howard (Highways), Councillor D Basford & the Clerk had been postponed until 17 January – to report back at the next meeting.

2843. CIL money projects – to include Walgrave Primary School Trim Trail & layering of allotment hedge.
The Clerk had heard back regarding various projects that could be considered for the CIL monies – ideally capital projects that the PC had a responsibility for (but not maintenance).
Walgrave PS “Trim Trail” – only if for the wider community use – if not further guidance would be needed.
Layering of the allotment hedge – would be seen as a good use, therefore this could be extended to refencing of Mallards Wood & Pocket Park.
Traffic calming measures – only if the measures put in place would ultimately be the responsibility of the PC - if Highways this would need to be reviewed by the team.

2844. Update on the Ash tree in School Lane subject to a TPO – if any.
The Clerk had still not heard from Mr M Venton regarding any update – having chased again the previous week.

2845. JST lorries at Poldermere Business Centre.
This was deferred until the next meeting.

2846. To consider the three-year grass mowing contract for 2024/26.
The Clerk had received three quotes:
Cutcrew - £2,400 plus vat
Maximow - £3,122.70 (not vat registered)
Emery Grounds - £3,240 plus vat
Following a discussing it was agreed to continue with Maximow, who had provided a good service and were concerned at the low quote given by Cutcrew (also lower than previous years quotes obtained).  The Clerk will send a letter to Maximow awarding the contract.

2847. Finalise draft budget 2024/25 and set 2024/25 precept – completion of WNC form.
There were no amendments to the agreed budget figure from the last meeting £11,369.90 – it was therefore agreed this was the finalised figure.

The PC to formally apply for the £11,025 agreed at the previous meeting.  This was proposed by Councillor D Basford and seconded by Councillor I Wilson and unanimously agreed. The Chairman and Clerk signed the precept form. The Clerk is to submit the paperwork.

2848. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
Mrs JP Friell – salary & expenses (Oct – Dec)			Chq 880	£1.035.04
HMR&C – Oct-Dec PAYE						Chq 881	   £238.80                            

The reconciled bank balance was £23,894.27 being General £13,798.87 and CIL £10,095.85

(b) Approve income received.
There was no income received since the last meeting.

(c) Oct – Dec 2023 – budget v actual and bank reconciliation.
The Clerk had previously circulated the figures which showed the actual expenditure for the nine months to 31 December was £8,089 against a budget of £9,422. This was due to cheaper insurance (saved £681) against budget following change to Zurich & one less grass cut and the increase in electricity supply that was only effective from 1 Sept.  The Clerk had also circulated details of the bank reconciliation/statement/payments/receipts, which was signed as accurate by the Chairman and Clerk.

2849. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for January, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication, subject to adding in the Tote winner and real Christmas tree collection on 19 January.

2850. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
The Chairman requested that the new fence posts for the Allotments and Mallards Wood be on the next agenda.  Councillor D Basford requesting the allotment hedge laying – he had spoken to a gentleman, who though the hedge required another 1-2 years growth, be layered at an angle costing c£10 pm and grants were available from the Hedgelaying Society.

2851. Date of next meeting – 5 February 2024.



	
