


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 6 JANUARY 2025 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3080. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present:  Vice Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, N Savage, I Wilson & L Wood.

Apologies: Chairman C Middleton & Councillor M Reeves. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

In the absence of the Chair, the Vice Chairman would fulfil the role for this meeting.

3081. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3082. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

3083. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

3084. West Northants Councillors.
The Clerk had received a telephone call from WNC D Cribbin on 6 December following her request for him to attend the next meeting. He sent his apologies and explained that due to work, he was generally in London Monday – Wednesday each week – with hindsight when the parishes were allocated to each of the three Councillors they should have checked to see when the meetings took place.  He did say that he would try and attend one meeting before April.  He suggested that the PC compile a list of major points so that he could brief the potential new Councillor – Cecile Irving-Swift.  He also agreed to escalate the planning breach with the Portfolio holder again – Cllr David Smith.

3085. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 2 December 2024.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Councillor L Wood and signed by the Chairman.

3086. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Councillor N Savage to obtain a “green waste bin” for 2025.
Councillor D Basford FOI request to be discussed under item 3092.
The Clerk to ask WNC D Cribbin to the January meeting was discussed under item 3084.
The Draft Budget will be discussed under item 3096.

3087. Correspondence:
(a) Pitsford Water Trail Races – 2 March 2025 – route through Hannington.
The Clerk had drafted an article for Hannington Life.

3088. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts – OK.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of posts – OK, with Councillor I Wilson undertaking some cutting back of the hazel.

The installation of the posts remains outstanding.

3089. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
Whilst there had been nothing locally from the Neighbourhood Watch emails – the village WhatsApp Group had reported – a man crouching against the hedge - Red House Lane, a man going through a garden at 7am in Red House Lane, a car that went up Bridle Road, tried to turn and ended up in the ditch and then ran off when a resident went to investigate – the police did attendance.  In addition, a body was found in a car in one of the laybys on the A43 and the Lowland Rescue had been involved at an incident in Walgrave.

3090. To consider a new three year grass mowing contract for 2025/27 following the termination by Maximow.
The Clerk had received an email from Maximow on 31 December giving three months’ notice to terminate their contract – downsizing to more tractor-based work and gave the contact details for Tim Whittaker who took over from him in both Old & Walgrave – he will still do the final cut in March.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Mr Whittaker and the two previous companies – Cut Crew & Ben Emery to get quotes for 2025/27. The areas to be mown were as previous advised but with the inclusion of the two small areas along Walgrave Road – Councillor I Wilson queried whether this was necessary every visit – however following a discussion – due to the small amount charged by Maximow – it would be easier for the contractor to cut each visit rather than getting it missed.

3091. Green Hill Solar Project (IW).
Councillor I Wilson reported that there was no news from the Stop Green Hill in Walgrave. Councillor N Savage commented that the documentation made no mention of barbed wire, fencing and lighting and that it would look more like an “eyesore”.  It was also noted that the routing of the cabling was still very vague.

3092. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part). Planning breaches – lorry park, Mere Farm Business Park, Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
Councillor D Basford had been able to obtain details of the Carriers Licence online.  Crisis Logistics Ltd licence permits 40 HGVs and 25 trailers – which contradicts the planning documents – small vans & 1 artic per day.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Holcot, Walgrave & Old to ascertain if they had any problems/issues with the Planning Department and suggest joining forces. Currently there is no planning application as suggested by Ruth Furniss (WNC) to regularise the additional parking at Mere Farm Business Park. It was suggested that the PC report the WNC Planning Department to the Local Government Ombudsman.

Councillor L Wood alerted the Clerk to further works being carried out on the Ash Tree in School Lane on 13 December.  The Clerk contacted Mr M Venton (WNC) who attended the site.  The tree surgeons had been asked to remove the trunk above the regrowth only and were not aware of the TPO.  Mr Venton agreed with the owner when he last visited the site in January 2024 that to wait and see if regrowth occurred before getting back in contact before doing any further work.  Mr Venton will discuss with the owner regarding a replacement tree – to get it established before removing the ash tree and transferring the TPO.

3093. WND/2022/1066 Showman’s site – whether the conditions imposed on the site have been complied with (IW).
Councillor I Wilson commented that nothing seemed to be happening yet, regarding the additional reports required before the site could be occupied/developed.  It was suggested that he looked on the Planning Portal to see if they had been uploaded.  Councillor N Savage asked if the Planning Department would be overseeing this permission to ensure that the conditions that were imposed are being complied with.

3094. Update the Parish Council - to consider the report from the Wildlife Trust Conservation Officer on ways to improve/update the pocket park and to discuss any actions.
Councillor L Wood commented that other than sending out the report last month, nothing further had been done.  Councillor I Wilson reported that the perimeter path is blocked by a fallen tree – he felt it needed a trim to make safe.  Councillor L Wood mentioned that the report mentioned that the ivy needs clearing, especially on the trees as it could cause a weight problem and work needed to be carried out on the hazel. The WTCO also mentioned the possible thinning of some of the canopy.  The Chair and Councillor I Wilson will visit the pocket park and report back at the next meeting is further action is required.  Whilst there was a difference of opinion on how do deal with the Pocket Park, it was felt that there would need to be some compromise between the different users as it remains one of the few village amenities Hannington has.

3095. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board.
[bookmark: _Hlk189564490]It was agreed to defer this to the next meeting.

3096. Agree the Draft budget 2025/26 and set the precept for 2025/26 – completion of WNC form.
There were no amendments to the budget figure from the last meeting £11,829.29 – it was therefore proposed by Councillor N Savage, seconded by Councillor L Wood and unanimously agreed to accept this figure.

It was proposed by Councillor N Savage, seconded by Councillor D Basford and unanimously agreed to set the precept for £11,025 – same as the previous year.  The Chairman and Clerk signed the precept form. The Clerk is to submit the paperwork.

3097. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
Mrs JP Friell – salary & expenses (Oct – Dec)			Chq 912	£1,022.18
HMR&C – Oct-Dec PAYE						Chq 913	   £237.20                            

The reconciled bank balance was £24,754.03 being General £14,460.12, Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £450.00 and CIL £9,843.91

Councillor N Savage asked the Clerk if the changes to National Insurance from 1 April would impact on the Parish Council – the answer is NO – whilst the Clerk has PAYE deducted from her earnings due to other employment, the amount paid each month is well below the NI threshold.

(b) Approve income received.
There was no income received since the last meeting.

(c) Oct – Dec 2024 – budget v actual and bank reconciliation.
The Clerk had previously circulated the figures which showed the actual expenditure for the nine months to 31 Dec was £9,080 against a budget of £9,661.  This was due to timing difference on the grass cuts. The Clerk had also circulated details of the bank reconciliation/statement/payments/receipts, which was signed as accurate by Councillor D Basford and the Clerk.

3098. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
The Chair had produced a draft copy for January, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication, subject to adding in the Tote winner and a Happy New Year message to the village.

3099. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting.

3100. Date of next meeting: 6 January 2025.
The next meeting will in fact be on 3 February.




	
