


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3 JULY 2023 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

2727. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, M Reeves & I Wilson.

Apologies: Councillors C Middleton, N Savage & L Wood. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

2728. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

2729. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

2730. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

2731. West Northants Councillors.
As previously minuted the West Northants Councillors will only attend when asked to over a specific area of concern.

2732. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 5 June 2023.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Councillor M Reeves, subject to the correction of a small typo – year should be 2023 and not 2022 and signed by the Chairman.  

2733. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Overgrown allotment plots to be discussed under item 2735b.
Village Design Statement to be discussed under item 2743.

2734. Correspondence:
(a) nPower – electricity EBRS discount – for information only.

2735. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments – 2 plots are available.  Councillor I Wilson reported to the meeting that plots 12 & 13 were not being cultivated as the plot holder no longer wanted them.  They are paid up to March 2024, but the plot holder has yet to inform the PC of his decision.  In addition, Mr L Austin had dealt with them at no cost to the PC.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK
(d) Mallards Wood- OK.

2736. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report locally.

2737. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part), WND/2022/0794 Land adj Ferndown, Red House Lane & WND/2022/1066 Pastures Farm, Red House Lane.
The above remain outstanding.  The Clerk had emailed Mrs Phillips – WNC Planning Officer who confirmed “The application will be presented to the September North Area Planning Committee.  As this present time no report is available but all those who have submitted comments as with the PC will be notified of the Planning Committee procedures in due course”.  This would be included in Hannington Life to update the Village. Councillor D Basford will try to ascertain the location of the Planning Committee meeting.  The Chairman remarked that hopefully based on the turnout of the village to the meeting to discuss the original planning application, if everyone was to have sent their comments to WNC there would be a strong case to have it refused.

The Clerk read out the email she had received that morning from NCALC regarding the latest meeting with WNC’s S Gibrat.  They hope to get the new planning portal completed by the end of the month, after which they will be in a better position to investigate potentially missing documents for individual planning applications.

2738. Arrangements for the “August village Walkabout”.
It was agreed that the Clerk would email all Parish Councillors to ascertain their availability and arrange for “walkabouts” to be carried out.  The Clerk reminded the Councillors to take photographs of any problems that needed reporting, which could then be uploaded to FixMyStreet.

2739. Update on Gigaclear roll out & “making good” of verges etc– (NS).
Councillor N Savage had emailed the Clerk an update, which she read out.  Gigaclear was now available to order – villagers who expressed an interest should therefore be receiving emails inviting them to purchase.  There is currently no news on the timing of the “walk around” and she had sent further pictures of Opal’s work – the half-sealed repair on highway in Main Street had now been completed but the poster behind the new ducting attached to the telegraph pole, still remains.

2740. CIL money projects.
Nothing to report.

2741. Update on the Ash tree in School Lane subject to a TPO – if any.
The Clerk had not heard from Mr M Venton regarding any update.

2742. To reconsider the electrical testing of the village streetlights. (DB)
Councillor D Basford stated that whilst the electrical testing was only a recommendation, he had investigated other council’s asset management plans.  If the PC chose not to, they could open themselves up to legal recourse. He said there were two elements – structural – the actual pole itself & the electrical testing.  If was agreed that the Clerk would email R Casey of E.on to see if the inspection of the pole is included in the maintenance that the PC already pays for – the March letter mentioned column base compartments and visual inspections, with any defects being notified in writing – to date the PC had had none and to provide any records of the visual inspections. The electrical testing would be included in the precept for 2024/25.

2743. To consider the preparation of a “Village Design Statement” - (DB).
Councillor D Basford had now received a copy of Walgrave’s Village Design Statement (VDC) but was also advised that these had been superseded by the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP).  He had also contacted WNC regarding the two documents – VDS advises but has no stipulations, NDP once adopted at a referendum becomes incorporated into the Local Plan. WNC will provide support & provide information whichever route the Parish Council decides to choose.  Councillor M Reeves did raise the question of getting sufficient interest from the village to set up a working group and it should not just be those on the PC.  He also stated it took three attempts in Hannington Life to raise the 10 volunteers needed for the defibrillator VETS system.  Councillor D Basford though there might be more interest, in light of the turnout for the planning application WND/2022/1066.  He will have a brief discussion with WNC to ascertain costs/time and report back.  The Clerk will also forward him a copy of the Parish Plan.

2744. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
Mrs J Friell – salary & expenses April to June		Chq 867	   £832.57
HMR&C – paye April to June				Chq 868	   £195.80
Maximow – grass cutting *2				Chq 869	   £566.50
Spanglefish – web site gold status			Chq 870	     £39.95

The reconciled bank balance was £22,996.53 being General £12,780.68 and CIL £10,215.85

(b) Approve income received.
No income had been received since the last meeting.

(c) Apr – June 2023 quarterly budget v actual and bank reconciliation at 30 June 2023.
The Clerk had previously circulated the figures which showed the actual expenditure for the three months to 30 June was £3,376 against a budget of £4,627.  This was due to cheaper insurance (saved £681) against budget following change to Zurich & one less grass cut. The Clerk had also circulated details of the bank reconciliation/statement/payments/receipts, which was signed as accurate by the Chairman and the Clerk.

2745. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for July, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to adding in the July Tote winner.

2746. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were currently no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting.

2747. Date of next meeting – 4 September 2023.




	
