


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 2 JUNE 2025 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3191. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Vice Chairman L Wood, Councillor I Wilson.

Apologies: Councillors C Middleton & N Jenks. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

At the previous meeting Mr D Basford was co-opted onto the Parish Council, he has subsequently signed the various forms which will be formally minuted at the next meeting, had sent his apologies for this meeting.

3192. Dispensations received and granted.
[bookmark: _Hlk202192342]There were no dispensations received and granted.

3193. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
[bookmark: _Hlk202192362]There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

3194. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

3195. West Northants Councillor.
The WNC was unable to attend due to a prior commitment.  She had been in attendance at the meeting to discuss the A43/Red House Lane junction – see item 3203.

3196. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 12 May 2025.
[bookmark: _Hlk202192390]The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Vice Chair L Wood and seconded by the Chair and signed by the Chairman.

3197. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
In the absence of Councillor N Jenks, the new “green bin” for the PC was deferred until the next meeting.
The Registrable Interest forms had been scanned and sent to WNC, including Cllr D Basford’s.
The Chair to contact Trees Surgeons and speak to Mr L Austin will be discussed under item 3199.
The new posts will be discussed under item 3199.
One casual vacancy on the PC has been filled by Mr D Basford, who had completed his paperwork.
Mr G Martin to measure the noticeboard – to be discussed under item 3209. 
The Clerk was to invite WNC C Irving-Swift to attend the meeting – see 3195 above.
The Clerk confirmed that the Certificate of Exemption had been emailed to the External Auditors and the 2025 CIL Monitoring report had been sent to WNC and was also available on the website, notice board & Hannington Life.
 
3198. Correspondence:
(a) None.

3199. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.  The Chair had rang a Tree Surgeon but is still awaiting a response – he will chase.
(b) Allotments - to include update on purchase of posts.
The Chair needs to meet with Mr L Austin to discuss the location of the six vacant plots.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on purchase of post/rails - OK.
The installation of the posts remains outstanding.



3200. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
Nothing to report locally.  The Vice Chairman did comment on the overgrown footpaths CT1/CT2– she will photograph and upload to “FixMyStreet”.  Councillor I Wilson would arrange for his wife to contact the Knights with regard to CT4.

3201. Parish Council casual vacancy – to be filled by co-option.
[bookmark: _Hlk202192421]There was currently one vacancy on the Parish Council which is being advertised in Hannington Life.  It was hoped that following the recent house sales in the village that there may be new interested parties who wished to be part of the community and join the PC. 

3202. Green Hill Solar Project – to include the allotments being identified as a consultee (IW).
Currently nothing to report.

3203. Update on the meeting with the police, Cllr C Irving-Swift – A43/Red House Lane junction.
The Clerk updated the PC on the meeting held on 21 May with the Police – Matt O’Donnell – Safer Roads Team, a police officer shadowing him, WNC C Irving-Swift & Cllr D Basford.  After the meeting Matt O’Donnell emailed:
We met to discuss safety concerns in the vicinity of the Hannington crossroads on the A43 which is part of an active red route.
We witnessed on site the restricted visibility for eastbound traffic due to overgrown verges and weeds growing through the temporary fences. We also discussed the possibility of a reduced speed limit as part of a larger piece of work, to include gateway type features and painted textured surfaces to clearly show a change to the look and feel. Simply installing a lower limit without sufficient other changes will make little to no difference to the traffic speeds.
 
We talked about you contacting Helen Howard to discuss other possibilities.
	
	The Clerk had emailed Helen Howard (Community Liaison Officer Northamptonshire Highways) to arrange a meeting at the site – the earliest she could attend was 1 July and the Clerk is awaiting confirmation.  It was agreed that the lack of visibility at the junction was key factor and her input would be appreciated.  The Chaiman enquired about the cameras that had appeared and then subsequently removed from the area – there had been no mention.  The Chair was also of the opinion that the heras fencing was c3m outside of the boundary of the property. Mr G Martin enquired if solid white lines could be used around the junction.

3204. To ascertain what actions West Northants Council will/are implementing to satisfy the conditions of the Showman’s approved application WND/2022/1066.
This item was deferred until the next meeting to enable Councillor D Basford to update the meeting.

3205. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part) & 2025/0006/FULL – 2 bedroom dwelling.  Updates on other Planning issues – lorry park, Mere Farm Business Park, Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
The above all remain outstanding.  

3206. To agree the 2024/25 Annual Report for publication.
The Clerk had previously circulated a copy of the 2024/25 Annual Report.  It was proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by the Chairman and unanimously agreed to adopt the Annual Report.  A copy of this would be included with this month’s Hannington Life and published on the website.

3207. NCALC – switch to gov.uk email address.
Following an email from NCALC, this was going to be a legal requirement from 1 April 2026.  Parish OnLine were offering a “core” package – domain name and one email box for the Clerk “free of charge” but could be upgraded, if required in the future.  It was agreed that the Clerk would sign up for the “core” package.

3208. To agree to undertake the Grass Mowing Contract for 2025.
It was agreed to undertake the 2025 grass mowing in the village.  The Chairman signed the form and the Clerk will forward to Kier.

3209. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board/Pocket Park fencing etc.
Mr G Martin had measured the existing noticeboard and estimated the largest size that could be purchased using the existing posts.  The Clerk handed the Chairman the dimensions. It was agreed to have double doors and one side lockable (the same as the existing).  The Chairman will look into availability and prices although he did mention that one made of recycled plastics was the most expensive option. The Clerk confirmed it need to accommodate 11 sheets of A4 to display the various paperwork connected to the 2024/25 Accounts – a legal requirement.

3210. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
[bookmark: _Hlk202192816]It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
Hannington PCC – annual grant					Chq 924	£200.00
Hannington VNC – annual hire of hall & APM			Chq 925	£180.00
TJ Whittaker – grass cutting					Chq 926	£340.00
TJ Whittaker – grass cutting					Chq 927	£310.00

The Clerk informed the meeting that nPower had “suppressed” all billing until the transfer from unmetered to half-hourly metered supplies was being undertaken.  This should be complete by October 2025 – when billing would be resumed.

[bookmark: _Hlk202192839]The reconciled bank balance was £26,757.59 being General £16,513.68, Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £400.00 and CIL £9,843.91 (£67.02 from 28 Oct 2021 & £9,776.89 from 28 April 2022 monies).

(b) Approve income received.
Since the last meeting, the first half of the precept - £5,512.50 have been received and the Clerk was now in possession of two allotment cheques totalling £140 (to be banked).

3211. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
[bookmark: _Hlk202192781]Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for June, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to the addition of the Tote winners.

3212. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting.

3213. Date of next meeting:  7 July 2025.





	
