


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4 MARCH 2024 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

2873. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, I Wilson & L Wood (from item 2876).

Apologies: Councillors C Middleton, M Reeves & N Savage. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 2 members of the public (Mr G Martin & Mrs R Wood).

2874. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

2875. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

2876. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
Mr G Martin noted that the streetlight on Red House Lane had been fixed.  Councillor I Wilson also thanked Mr & Mrs Friell for affixing the advisory 20mph signs around the village.

Councillor L Wood joined the meeting, apologised as she was just back from work and confirmed that she had no Declarations of Interest for items on the agenda.

2877. West Northants Councillors.
As previously minuted the West Northants Councillors will only attend when asked to over a specific area of concern.

2878. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 5 February 2024.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Councillor L wood and signed by the Chairman.

2879. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
The Red House Road street light required a new resistor and was now working correctly.
Councillor D Basford stated that the MP will pursue further the A43/Red House Lane junction.
The “Statement of Concern” would be discussed under item 2888.
The new gate posts will be discussed under item 2881.

2880. Correspondence:
(a) Free portrait of King Charles III.
It was agreed that the PC would request a free portrait - for the Village Hall Committee to have. The Clerk will register the request.

2881. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments - to include update on purchase of posts – two plots have been let.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on purchase of post/rails – OK.
The Chairman has still to order the new posts, and this should be done before the next meeting.

2882. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report locally.  The Clerk stated that she had put on the Village WhatsApp Group that the police “Beat Bus” would be in Walgrave on 3 March for residents to visit if they so wished to discuss any policing concerns.

2883. Planning Application 2024/0716/TPO – reduce canopy of Ash Tree at Lime Trees Close, Hannington (NB comments were required by 29 Feb).
Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council had “No Comment” to make on the application.  However, they would want to ensure that the works are supervised by the Council’s Arboricultural Officer to prevent a repeat of the unauthorised works carried out to the Ash Tree on School Lane, Hannington – which also has a TPO on it.

2884. New barn off Walgrave Road – are the containers permitted under the approved planning permission.
Councillor N Savage had been approached by a villager to express concern over the proliferation of storage containers on the site.  The planning permission DA/2021/0260 states that “the building shall be used for the storage of hay and/or crops only and the building and hard surfaced areas herby permitted shall be used for agricultural purposes and no other separate purpose and/or independent use”.  The PC had no evidence as to what was in the containers.  To report a breach, you must state how you have been “harmed” by the breach and also, if possible, provide photographic evidence.  It was felt that as Hannington is NOT the planning authority, then the villager who raised the concern should report it directly to WNC.

2885. JST lorries at Poldermere Business Centre – to consider reporting a planning breach (DB).
Councillor D Basford had put in a FOI request for every planning application at Poldermere for the storage & parking of 7.5 tonne trucks.  They came back with 4 applications – no different to that available online and it would appear they have no access to their own systems.  It is not possible to see if there has been a breach when the records are not available to confirm or support a breach had taken place.  The only option available was to make a complaint to the Planning Office, which he has done. He will also submit a breach on behalf of the PC and keep the Clerk in copy.

2886. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part), 2023/5974/FULL lodges, Mere Farm Business Complex, lorry park Mere Farm Business Park, Ash Tree (TPO), School Lane.
All remain undecided.  The Clerk to email S Ryall for an update on the breach as nothing had been heard since last December.

2887. Update on measures discussed with H Howard (Northants Highways) – to include incomplete white lining.
The white lines, slow & 30mph roundels through the village – Red House Lane to Holcot road had been done.  However. the give way markings and the lines along Walgrave Road, including the slow & 30pmh roundel had not. The Clerk will contact Helen Howard for an update.  The advisory 20mph signs had also been affixed to the three entrances.

2888. Revisit “Statement of Concern” – A43/Red House Lane junction.
Following a discussion, it was agreed to invite one of the West Northants Councillor to attend the next meeting as it was felt that the Parish Council’s concerns were not being listened to with regard to this junction. This item to be deferred to the next meeting.

2889. NNC proposed Traveller overnight camp at A14/A6 junction (DB).
Councillor D Basford had raised this as he had received a notification on his phone – however this is covered by North Northants Council.  The plan is to spend £1.3m on an overnight transit site at junction 3 (Rothwell) of the A14.  He questioned why it was needed when there was a site at Broughton – which the Chairman stated the latter was a private site.

2890. Request from village residents for the installation of “Dog Poo” bins within Hannington.
The Parish Council had been asked by some dog owning villagers to look into the provision of a couple of “Dog Waste Bins”.  The cost of each bin is c£450 but can be more depending on size/fixing/post etc.  In the past, these bins, providing there was room in the schedule were emptied “FOC” by the Local Authority, however this is no longer the case and only those bins historical emptied “FOC” continue to be so (which is the case for Holcot & Walgrave).  West Northants Council now charge an annual servicing charge of £380 per bin to have it emptied.  The advice from WNC is that dog waste can be double bagged and put in the grey bin.  For those villagers who did not want to put in their grey bins because they had concerns about the smell, an alternative would be to purchase an outdoor pet waste disposal bin to store the waste and then empty it into the grey bin on collection day or to compost it.  Councillor L Wood to send a couple of links to the Clerk for a bin and compost unit for inclusion in an article in Hannington Life.

2891. WNC – Local Plan - Hannington – Rural Settlement Hierarchy.
Councillor D Basford and the Clerk had attended a Zoom meeting regarding this.  The details from 2016 had been reported online by Councillor A Ross and therefore the Clerk did not have a copy.  It was agreed that the category of “Other Village” was still appropriate, existing services remain the same, issues arising – that the PC was not listened to.  The Clerk to fill out what she can and then submit.

2892. Report back from Green Hill Solar Farm event – DB & IW.
Councillors D Basford & I Wilson attended a presentation in Mears Ashby this afternoon. The site some 900 hectares was from the north of Walgrave to Mears Ashby.  It was likely Hannington would only be affected by the construction traffic and the underground cabling to the substation in Grendon. Whilst the land to be used had been agreed with landowners, the project is still in its’ investigative stage and looking at local knowledge for routes etc. The project is part of the Governments’ Green Pledge and therefore will be going ahead, with the power being sent to the National Grid.  There will be a public consultation in the future – no date yet.  Following on from the attendance at the event Green Hill, will keep the PC abreast of any developments etc.

2893. CIL money projects.
Nothing to report.

2894. Allotment Annual rent review.
Following a discussion, it was agreed that the allotment rents would NOT be increased for 2025/26 and remain at £20 per plot for villagers and £25 per plot for those outside – proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Councillor L Wood.

2895. Agree a date for the Annual Parish Meeting (before 1 June 2024).
It was agreed to hold the APM on Monday 20 May.

2896. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoice:
nPower – 15 Jan – electricity supply				D/D		£162.41
Mrs JP Friell – two toner cartridges				Chq 882	£190.80

The reconciled bank balance was £23,718.02 being General £13,622.17 and CIL £10,095.85

(b) Approve income received.
£100 allotment rent and deposit had been received since the last meeting.

(c) Risk assessment.
The document had been previously circulated was proposed for adoption by Councillor I Wilson, seconded by Councillor L Wood and was carried unanimously. The Chairman and Clerk signed the form.

2897. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for March, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication, subject to adding in the Tote winner, date of the APM and an article on dog waste bins.

2898. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
Councillor D Basford suggested that the PC carry out a wildlife & ecology survey within the Parish – this could assist with future planning applications which have ecological surveys prepared by companies outside the area.  He will contact the Wildlife Trust for information - to be discussed further at the next meeting.  He will co-ordinate the project on behalf of the PC.

2899. Date of next meeting – 1 April 2024.


	
