


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 3 MARCH 2025 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3123. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present:  Vice Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, I Wilson & L Wood (from item 3129).

Apologies: Chairman C Middleton & Councillors M Reeves & N Savage. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence. Councillor L Wood had informed the Clerk she may be late due to work commitments.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

In the absence of the Chair, the Vice Chairman would fulfil the role for this meeting.

3124. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3125. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

3126. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

3127. West Northants Councillors.
As previously minuted the West Northants Councillors will only attend when asked to over a specific area of concern.  Councillor D Cribbin had already informed the Clerk that due to work commitments he would not be able to attend in March or April.

3128. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 3 February 2025.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Councillor D Basford and signed by the Chairman.

3129. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Councillor L Wood joined the meeting at this point and confirmed she had no declarations of interest for items on the agenda.

Councillor N Savage to obtain a “green waste bin” for 2025.
Installation of the posts to be discussed under item 3131.
The Vice Chairman & Councillor I Wilson visit to the pocket park will be discussed under item 3131a.
The inspection of the vacated allotment plot will be discussed under item 3131b.
The Clerk had informed TJ Whittaker regarding the award of the grass mowing contract & he has returned the signed contract.
The Clerk had informed WNC of the PC support of application 2025/0006.

3130. Correspondence:
(a) None.

3131. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park - OK. The Chair and Councillor I Wilson have still to visit the pocket park due to the poor weather conditions and will report back at the next meeting if further action is required.  
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts – OK.  The vacated plots had been inspected – the deposit can be refunded – the Vice Chairman will pass the cheque to the tenant holder.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of posts – OK.

The installation of the posts remains outstanding.

3132. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report locally.

3133. Promotion of the May 2025 elections & seeking interested villagers to stand as candidates.
From information received from both NCALC and WNC, the Clerk had drafted an article for Hannington Life to promote the Election to the Village and had updated the PC Election page on the website with the 2025 Nomination Pack, Timetable, how to get an appointment and a pdf on how to complete the pack.  The Clerk was also asked to send the current Parish Councillors their Electoral Role numbers.

3134. Green Hill Solar Project (IW).
Councillor I Wilson mentioned that the Stop Green Hill Group were aware of a further planning application to build another battery storage facility at Grendon.  It was also mentioned that some wind/solar farms were currently “on hold” as the National Grid was currently unable to utilise the electricity being generated.

3135. To ascertain what actions West Northants Council will/are implementing to satisfy the conditions of the Showman’s approved application WND/2022/1066 (DB).
Councillor D Basford will write to the WNC Planning Department with a list of the conditions attached to the approved application and ask for their current progress.  The Clerk suggested he cc’d WNC D Cribbin.  Councillor I Wilson commented that no visible progress on the site could be seen from the Red House Lane. 

3136. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part) & 2025/0006/FULL – 2 bedroom dwelling.  Updates on other Planning issues – lorry park, Mere Farm Business Park, Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
The above all remain outstanding.

WNC D Cribbin had received a response on CT8 from Highways: “The diversion order in question was made on 2nd August 2019. However, due to objections received, we were unable to confirm the order at that time.
Given the significant public support for the diversion, a decision was made to refer the matter to the Planning Inspectorate for determination. The necessary documents are currently with our legal team, who are in the process of preparing the submission. We have followed up with them on this matter most recently on 8th January 2025. Once the planning inspectorate receive the papers it will be decided whether the matter will be determined by written representation (exchange of letters), public hearing or local public inquiry”. 

The Clerk had also heard from Ruth Furniss regarding the breach of planning at Mere Farm Business Park: On 27 August 2024 an email was sent closing the enforcement case as it was not expedient to take formal enforcement action. It is apparent that the usage occurred sometime between April 2017 and May 2020. An application to discharge a condition (C/2019/0102) - was approved by the council 13 May 2021. This shows that there was an area for additional parking in relation to the Xtra Logistics warehouse. As the usage was over 4 years it would therefore be immune from Enforcement action due to the passage of time at the time of the initial enquiry. We have requested that an application is submitted to regularise the usage and have again chased this with the agent. However, as the usage at the time of the initial enquiry was over 4 years it would therefore be immune from Enforcement action due to the passage of time and no further Planning Enforcement action will be taken”.

3137. Allotment Annual rent review.
The Chair had emailed the Clerk to say a family member (outside of the county) had an allotment for which they paid £22pa with access to a basic water supply. Following a discussion, it was agreed that the allotment rents would NOT be increased for 2026/27 and remain at £20 per plot for villagers and £25 per plot for those outside – proposed by Councillor D Basford and seconded by Councillor L Wood.

3138. Agree a date for the Annual Parish Meeting (before 1 June 2025).
It was agreed to hold the APM on Monday 24 March – ahead of the PC elections on 1 May.

3139. Update the Parish Council - to consider the report from the Wildlife Trust Conservation Officer on ways to improve/update the pocket park and to discuss any actions.
Councillor L Wood had no updates to present and will await the Vice Chairman’s & Councillor I Wilson report on their visit to the pocket park.

3140. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board.
It was agreed to include the split of the CIL monies by date received so that the PC knew when the monies had to be spent.

3141. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
nPower – 14 Jan – electricity supply				D/D		£166.10
Mrs JP Friell – one toner cartridge				Chq 914	£109.90
E.on Energy Solutions Ltd – repair to street light			Chq 915	  £42.00

The reconciled bank balance was £24,958.17 being General £14,864.26, Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £450.00 and CIL £9,843.91 (£67.02 from 28 Oct 2021 & £9,776.89 from 28 April 2022 monies).

(b) Approve income received.
No income had been received since the last meeting.

(c) Risk assessment.
The document had been previously circulated was proposed for adoption by Councillor I Wilson, seconded by Councillor L Wood and was carried unanimously. The Chairman and Clerk signed the form.

3142. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
The Chair had produced a draft copy for March, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication, subject to adding in the date of the APM and the Tote winner.

3143. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
Councillor D Basford wanted to know the details of the Police Traffic Safety Officer – he had emailed the office of the Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner but had got no response – Councillor L Wood suggested he posted on their social media pages to see if that would illicit a response.  Councillor D Basford also wanted to raise the problematic junction – A43/Red House Lane – it was agreed to add this to the APM agenda.  The Chair wanted to know if a CCTV camera could be purchased with the CIL monies – the Clerk will enquire.

3144. Date of next meeting: 7 April 2025.
The next meeting of the PC will be on 7 April, for which the Clerk had received apologies from Councillor M Reeves.  In addition, the APM will be held on 24 March.


	
