


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 6 MAY 2024 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

2923. Election of Officers:
(a) Chairman, then to sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form
The Clerk asked if any Councillor would be willing to stand as Chairman – Councillor I Wilson proposed Councillor C Middleton, who agreed to stand.  Councillor N Savage seconded this and it was unanimously agreed. The Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.

(b) Vice Chairman
Councillor J Middleton put himself forward for the role.  The Chairman proposed that Councillor J Middleton be appointed as Vice Chairman and this was seconded by Councillor N Savage and agreed.

2924. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman C Middleton, Councillors J Middleton, M Reeves, N Savage and I Wilson.

Apologies: Councillor L Wood. The Parish Council approved the reason for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 2 members of the public (Mr G Martin & Mrs K Wilson).

2925. Election of Village Representatives:
(a) Village Hall – Councillors N Savage & L Wood.
(b) Pocket Park – the Vice Chairman.
(c) Footpaths Warden - Mrs Kate Wilson has agreed to continue in the role.
(d) Allotment Co-ordinator – jointly by the Chairman & Vice Chairman

2926. Adoption of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
There had been no amendments to the Standing Orders since those adopted in May 2018 - it was proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by the Chairman that they be adopted for the forthcoming year and unanimously agreed. The adoption of the Financial Regulations are to be deferred to the next meeting as these have been updated by CALC and will require the Clerk to amend accordingly.

2927. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

2928. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

2929. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
Mrs K Wilson reported that on CT4 the bridge & stile required work.  She was advised to report on “Fix My Street” but to use the RofW tab rather than the footpaths one.  The Vice Chairman also stated that he would contact the landowners.

2930. West Northants Councillors.
Unable to attend due to prior commitments.

2931. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 1 April 2024.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by the Vice Chairman and signed by the Chairman.

2932. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
The new gate posts will be discussed under item 2934.
The vacated allotment plots had now been inspected – Mr K Knight has very kindly donated his deposit to Parish funds.
The “Statement of Concern” would be discussed under item 2938.
The free portrait of King Charles III had been arrived.

2933. Correspondence:
(a) WNC - draft Local Plan – consultation 8 April to 2 June.
It was agreed to include an article in Hannington Life.  It was felt that the document was incredibly large making it difficult to find out what related to the local area.  There should be a copy in each of the county’s libraries for the public to inspect.

2934. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments - to include update on purchase of posts - 3 plots available to rent. Thanks were given to Mr L Austin for rotavating the vacant plots FOC.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK but a new light bulb is needed in the BT kiosk – Mr G Martin to sort.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on purchase of post/rails – OK.
The Vice Chairman has still to order the new posts, and this should be done before the next meeting.

2935. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
Nothing to report locally.

2936. Potential planning breach – re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
It had been brought to the attention of the PC that the new owners of Red Lion House (formerly Wakelins Close) in School Lane were in the process of re-aligning the route of CT2 across their property and it was also their intention to build a new bridge in a different location over the stream.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to them asking for a cessation of any works until they have contacted the Rights of Way team to ensure correct procedure is followed – ie obtaining a Public Footpath Order from West Northants Council.  The Clerk will also email the WNC Liaison Officer A Burns to ascertain who should be contacted at Rights of Way – WNC website only has a request for a copy of the “Definitive Map” or “Fix My Street” to log missing/damage items, instructions & livestock.

2937. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part), 2023/5974/FULL lodges, Mere Farm Business Complex, 2024/1255 – erection of shed, Turners Farm. Planning breaches – lorry park, Mere Farm Business Park, Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane, JST lorries at Poldermere Business Centre.
WNC approved 2024/1255 on 15 April.  The Clerk had also received an email from Mr S Ryall regarding the lorry park as follows: “I am sorry to say there have been no significant progress made with this case.  Please be assured that the case remains open and will be progressed.  I will try to prioritise the case and update you before June’s meeting.”

2938. Revisit “Statement of Concern” – A43/Red House Lane junction.
Agreed to defer this item to the next meeting.

2939. To consider if the PC carry out a wildlife & ecology survey within the Parish to assist with future planning applications.
It was agreed to defer this item in the light of Councillor D Basford absence.  Mrs K Wilson stated that anything the PC does will have NO legal standing.

2940. To agree to undertake the urban highway grass mowing for 2024.
Deferred as nothing had been received from Highways since the last meeting.

2941. CIL money projects.
Nothing to report.

2942. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
Mrs JP Friell – toner						Chq 886	  £89.90
Maximow – grass cutting *1					Chq 887	£327.04	 
NCALC – subs/internal audit/DPO				Chq 888	£518.03
Zurich Municipal – annual insurance premium			Chq 889	£300.00
	
The reconciled bank balance was £21,581.64 being General £11,485.79 and CIL £10,095.85

(b) Approve income received.
The VAT refund of £137.22 was received on 19 March. Following the inspection of the allotment plots held by Mr K Knight, he requested that he did not require the return of his deposit of £50 and it was to be donated to Parish Funds.

(c) Certificate of Exemption – to certify that HPC is exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015.
Councillor I Wilson proposed that it should be accepted and this was seconded the Chairman.  The Chairman and the Clerk signed off the paperwork.

(d) To approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2023/24 – Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards & other Smaller Authorities in England – Annual return for the year ended 31 March 2024.
The Clerk went through the Annual Governance Statement.  The Chairman proposed that it should be accepted and this was seconded by Councillor N Savage.  The Chairman and the Clerk signed off the paperwork.

(e) To approve Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2023/24 of the above return.
The Clerk circulated a copy of the accounts and supporting documents to the Councillors. Councillor N Savage proposed that it should be accepted and this was seconded by the Chairman.  The Chairman and the Clerk signed off the paperwork.

(f) Internal Auditor’s Report.
Due to the Clerk being on holiday, the Internal Audit has still to be arrange.  The paperwork has been sent to the Internal Auditor to review and then a date will be arranged.

(g) Approve the bank reconciliation.
The bank reconciliation for 31 March 2024 was prepared by the Clerk and checked and signed off by the Chairman having been proposed for acceptance by the Chair and seconded by Councillor I Wilson

(h) Approve CIL Accounts – under Regulation 62a Monitoring Report for Parish and Town Councils.
The Clerk circulated a copy of the accounts to the Councillors. The Chairman proposed that it should be accepted and this was seconded by Councillor I Wilson.  The Clerk to send a copy to WNC and publish on the web site.

2943. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
The Chairman had produced a draft copy for May, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to the inclusion of the Tote winners.

2944. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors comments for consideration at the next meeting.

2945. Date of next meeting: 20 May – Annual Parish Meeting and 3 June






	
