


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 12 MAY 2025 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3166. Election of Officers:
(a) Chairman, then to sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form
The Clerk asked if any Councillor would be willing to stand as Chairman – Councillor J Middleton put his name forward for the role.  Councillor L Wood proposed Councillor J Middleton be appointed as Chairman & Councillor N Savage seconded this and agreed. The Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.

(b) Vice Chairman
Councillor L Wood put herself forward for the role.  Councillor N Jenks proposed that Councillor L Wood be appointed as Vice Chairman and this was seconded by the Chairman and agreed.

3167. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Vice Chairman L Wood & Councillor N Jenks.

Apologies: Councillors C Middleton & I Wilson. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

3168. Parish Councillors – to sign/complete:
a) Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form and for any not received, determine when they shall be received.
b) Undertaking of Compliance with the Code of Conduct for Members
c) Electronic Service of Summons Consent Form
d) GDPR Security Compliance Checklist
e) Registrable Interests Form.
Each Councillor completed a pack of the forms.  The Clerk signed the forms as the Proper Officer and will scan the Registrable Interests Forms before forwarding to West Northants Council. The Clerk had liaised with Councillors C Middleton & I Wilson ahead of the meeting to ensure their packs had been completed and their Declaration of Office forms had been duly signed.

3169. Election of Village Representatives:
(a) Village Hall – Councillor N Jenks.
(b) Pocket Park – the Chairman.
(c) Footpaths Warden – Mrs K Wilson had agreed to continue in this role.
(d) Allotment Co-ordinator - jointly by the Chairman & Councillor C Middleton.
(e) Defibrillator – Mr M Reeves had agreed to continue in this role.

3170. Adoption of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
There had been no amendments to the Standing Orders since those adopted in May 2018 & Financial Regulations adopted in September 2024 - it was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Councillor N Jenks that they be adopted for the forthcoming year and unanimously agreed.

3171. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3172. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

3173. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.


3174. West Northants Councillor.
The Rural North East seat had been won by Cecile Irving-Swift – the first meeting of WNC is not until next week, so hopefully she will then be in contact after that.

3175. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 7 April 2025
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Vice Chair L Wood and seconded by Councillor N Jenks and signed by the Chairman.

3176. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Councillor N Jenks confirmed that the new “green bin” for the PC was in hand.  She also mentioned that she had undertaken some work to the verge on the corner of School Lane.
Installation of the posts to be discussed under item 3178.
The Chairman & Councillor I Wilson visit to the pocket park will be discussed under item 3178.
The Chairman to speak to Mr L Austin will be discussed under item 3178.
Mr D Basford – FOI request re conditions attached to WND/2022/1066 will be discussed under item 3183.
The Clerk informed WNC of its decision on 2025/0987/FULL.

3177. Correspondence:
(a) WNC – Annual Parish Conference – 12 June 2025 – 10.00-14.30 – Franklin Gardens.
For information only.

3178. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK. The Chairman had inspected the Pocket Park – there were five dead trees (currently upright) and three leaning over, of which one was already on the ground.  There is no immediate danger.  He has a couple of tree surgeon contacts that he will talk to regarding these trees.  This, together with strimming a pathway was all he considered needed to be done to the Pocket Park.
(b) Allotments - to include update on purchase of posts – the Chairman had spoken to Mr L Austin, but would meet with him again to discuss the number of vacant plots that required attention – rubbish cleared and turned over say every 2 months, as in their current state they were not “lettable”. No cost had been mentioned but the Chairman suggested giving him some “diesel money”.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on purchase of post/rails – OK.
The installation of the posts remains outstanding.


3179. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
Nothing locally – however was noted that a lady who drives to the Deer Park, parking on Holcot Road, to walk her dogs, has no control over them, with reports of them attacking both people & horses.  The police have been informed.

3180. Parish Council casual vacancies – to be filled by co-option.
Following the uncontested election there were TWO casual vacancies on the PC, which have been advertised in Hannington Life.  Mr D Basford had emailed the Clerk, expressing his interest in re-joining the PC – he had hoped to attend the meeting.  It was proposed by Councillor N Jenks and seconded by Vice Chair L Wood that he be “co-opted” onto the PC and agreed.  He would not be able to attend the June meeting but would be onboard from July.  The Clerk to prepare the necessary paperwork for him to complete.

3181. Green Hill Solar Project – to include the allotments being identified as a consultee (IW).
In the absence of Councillor I Wilson it was decided to defer this item the next meeting.  The Chairman reported that he had seen a couple of upgraded gateways locally in connection with project.

3182. Matters arising from the APM held on 24 March – A43/Red House Lane junction.
This item to be deferred to the next meeting so that the PC can involve the new WN Councillor.

3183. To ascertain what actions West Northants Council will/are implementing to satisfy the conditions of the Showman’s approved application WND/2022/1066.
This item to be deferred to the next meeting so that the PC can involve the new WN Councillor.

3184. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part) & 2025/0006/FULL – 2 bedroom dwelling and 2025/0987/FULL – agric barn, Marston House Farm.  Updates on other Planning issues – lorry park, Mere Farm Business Park, Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
2025/0987/FULL – Marston House, Kettering Road – this had been approved by WNC on 7 May 2025.  The other items remain outstanding.

3185. Update the Parish Council - to consider the report from the Wildlife Trust Conservation Officer on ways to improve/update the pocket park and to discuss any actions.
There was nothing further to report on this matter and it was agreed to remove from the agenda.

3186. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board.
The Notice Board is in progress and the Clerk will let the Chairman know how many A4 sheets need to be displayed for the year end accounts.

The Chairman had made further enquiries into the purchase of a CCTV camera to be positioned at the A43/Red House Lane junction to provide evidence of the dangerous crossing.  Farmstream supply a 4G static camera 256GB for £169, a pole mount £16.99 and a 12v battery connector for £10.00 in addition, a 12V leisure battery would be needed (lasting 2 weeks) – the camera can record continuously for a period 4 weeks after which, unless downloaded will record over itself.  The Chairman has got permission to site in a field close to the junction.  Vice Chair L Wood checked online – the PC would need to be transparent in its use of a camera eg erecting a sign, Councillor N Jenks stated that the PC would need to check out its’ responsibilities, particularly into the storage/use of the data. 

It was agreed to get the new WN Councillor involved and see if she could attend a meeting.
 
3187. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
TJ Whittaker – grass cutting					Chq 922	£310.00
Zurich Municipal – annual insurance premium			Chq 923	£300.00

The reconciled bank balance was £22,275.09 being General £12,031.18, Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £400.00 and CIL £9,843.91 (£67.02 from 28 Oct 2021 & £9,776.89 from 28 April 2022 monies).

(b) Approve income received.
No income had been received since the last meeting; however, the Clerk had received an email to say that the first half of the precept had been sent.

(c) Internal Auditor’s Report.
The internal audit was carried out on 1 May – the Clerk had circulated the report prior to the meeting. There were no points identified that required action.  Having review the information, the Internal Auditor was satisfied that effective systems of control are in place and signed the AGAR 2024/25 accordingly.  It was proposed by Vice Chair L Wood and seconded by Councillor N Jenks that it should be accepted.

(d) To approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 – Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards & other Smaller Authorities in England – Annual return for the year ended 31 March 2025.
The Clerk went through the Annual Governance Statement.  Councillor N Jenks proposed that it should be accepted and this was seconded by Vice Chair L Wood.  The Chairman and the Clerk signed off the paperwork.

(e) To approve Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2024/25 of the above return.
The Clerk circulated a copy of the accounts and supporting documents to the Councillors. Vice Chair L Wood proposed that it should be accepted and this was seconded by Councillor N Jenks.  The Chairman and the Clerk signed off the paperwork.

(f) Certificate of Exemption – to certify that HPC is exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015.
Councillor N Jenks proposed that it should be accepted and this was seconded by Vice Chair L Wood.  The Chairman and the Clerk signed off the paperwork.

(g) Commencement date for the exercise of public rights – Tuesday 3 June 2025.
This year’s period of the exercise of Public Rights is 3 June to 14 July 2025.

(h) Approve the bank reconciliation.
The bank reconciliation for 31 March 2025 was prepared by the Clerk and checked and signed off by the Chairman having been proposed for acceptance by Vice Chair L Wood and seconded by Councillor N Jenks.

(i) Approve CIL Accounts – under Regulation 62a Monitoring Report for Parish and Town Councils.
The Clerk circulated a copy of the accounts to the Councillors. Councillor N Jenks proposed that it should be accepted and this was seconded by Vice Chair L Wood.  The Clerk to send a copy to WNC and publish on the web site.

3188. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
The Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for May, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication.  Vice Chair L Wood had kindly agreed to take over the route previously distributed by Mr M Reeves.

3189. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting.

3190. Date of next meeting:  2 June 2025.





	
