


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6 NOVEMBER 2023 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

2781. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, M Reeves, I Wilson & L Wood.

Apologies: Councillors C Middleton & N Savage. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

2782. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

2783. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
Councillors I Wilson & L Wood declared an interest in item 2799 – in particular the grant for the village hall.  The Hannington Village Hall Committee were looking to arrange a meeting at which time this would be discussed.  At present, it was agreed that whilst the draft budget will be discussed, the grant for the Village Hall element would be deferred until the next meeting. 

2784. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

2785. West Northants Councillors.
As previously minuted the West Northants Councillors will only attend when asked to over a specific area of concern.

2786. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meetings dated 2 & 16 October 2023.
The minutes for the meetings having previously been circulated were proposed by (2 Oct) by Councillor D Basford and seconded by Councillor L Wood and (16 Oct) proposed by Councillor M Reeves and seconded by Councillor L Wood and both signed by the Chairman.  

2787. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meetings (for information only).
The overgrown vegetation at the junction of A43 and Red House Lane – Councillor D Basford had now written again to the MP regarding this matter, who is still consulting with Highways.
2023/6990/FULL will be discussed under item 2792.
Gigaclear will be discussed under item 2793.
JST lorries will be discussed under 2797.

2788. Correspondence:
(a) None.

2789. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments – OK.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk - OK
(d) Mallards Wood – OK.

2790. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There had been nothing reported locally however the Chairman did comment on a break- in that had occurred at Pitsford Fishing Lodge within the last fortnight.

2791. Update on the “lorry park” on Mere Farm Business Complex.
The Clerk reported that as she has had no update and that she had contacted WNC this morning – there was no update on the computer system and a call back had been requested.  The Clerk had received a voicemail and email, provided them with the reference number and is awaiting a further call.

2792. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part), WND/2022/1066 Pastures Farm, 2023/5974/FULL lodges, Mere Farm Business Complex & 2023/6990/FULL 4 Red House Lane – to include a report from Councillor N Savage with regard to WND/2022/1066 – Strategic Planning Meeting
The Clerk read out the article prepared by Councillor N Savage regarding the Strategic Planning meeting to discuss WND/2022/1066, which was unanimously approved, with a decision notice dated 2 November containing 33 conditions.  Councillor I Wilson was very disappointed with the result and wanted to know if the PC had any recourse – all that was available was to request a judicial review but this would be very expensive.  Councillor D Basford will look into the process for the PC to make a formal complaint against WNC for not carrying out their duty - to have in place a policy to deal with this situation/group of people.

The Clerk to email WNC D Cribbin to see if 2023/5974/FULL had been “called in”.

2023/6990/FULL was approved by WNC on 23 October.

2793. Update on Gigaclear roll out & “making good” of verges etc. (NS).
In the absence of Councillor N Savage this item was deferred to the next meeting.

2794. To look into reducing the village speed limit to 20mph (IW).
The Clerk had received an email from Helen Howard (Community Liaison Officer – West Northants Highways) – any request would need to be referred to their Speed Limit Review Panel for consideration.  Simply lowering a speed limit would only be effective if accompanied by physical traffic calming measures, for which there is no current funding.  They would also need extensive evidence to support such a reduction.  It was agreed that the Clerk would email Helen Howard to see if someone from Highways could come to the village to assess if there were any options available.

2795. CIL money projects.
Nothing to report.

2796. Update on the Ash tree in School Lane subject to a TPO – if any.
The Clerk had not heard from Mr M Venton regarding any update.

2797. JST lorries at Poldermere Business Centre.
Councillor D Basford will visit the planning department at Towcester to ascertain the exact planning approval for the site at Poldermere.  The JST lorries belong to a company registered in Wellingborough, thereby only using the site for parking and not running their operations – in which case this would be a breach of the 7.5t weight restriction. This item to be carried forward to the next meeting.

2798. To consider the three-year grass mowing contract for 2024/26.
The Clerk had circulated details of the current areas covered.  It was agreed to put an article in Hannington Life thanking those villagers who maintain the grass outside their property therefore reducing the bill to the parish and asking any of those who were no longer able to do so to contact the Clerk by 17 November so that these areas could be added in before sending out the tenders.  Councillor D Basford agreed to contact the villagers either side of Orchard Close.  A debate on the number of cuts ensued and it was agreed to leave as 10.  This will be discussed again at the next meeting once the revised areas to be mown is known.

2799. Draft budget 2024/25.
The draft budget was discussed except for the grant to the Village Hall.  It was agreed to increase the Clerk’s expenses to £400.  Councillor L Wood agreed to talk to Moulton College regarding the layering of the allotment hedge and the costs involved.  The Clerk also had been advised on the salary figures which had now been agreed and would amend accordingly.  To be reviewed again at the next meeting.

2800. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
nPower – 14 October					D/D		     £99.79
Hannington VHC – room hire				Chq 878	     £15.00
Maximow – grass cutting *1				Chq 879	   £296.64
	
The reconciled bank balance was £25,168.56 being General £15,072.71 and CIL £10,095.85

(b) Approve income received.
The second half of the precept - £5,250 was received on 29 September.

2801. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for November, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to removing VoterID and adding in the Tote winner, grass cutting areas, the new date for the January meeting and amending the planning update.

2802. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting.

2803. Date of next meeting – 4 December 2023 and to consider the date of the January 2024 meeting.
The January 2024 meeting falls on 1st of the month, it was agreed that this would be re-arranged to the following Monday 8th.


	
