


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 4 NOVEMBER 2024 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3037. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present:  Vice Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, N Savage & I Wilson.

Apologies: Chairman C Middleton & Councillors M Reeves and L Wood. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

In the absence of the Chair, the Vice Chairman would fulfil the role for this meeting.

3038. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3039. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
Councillors I Wilson & N Savage declared an interest in item 3056 – in particular the grant for the Village Hall.  The Hannington Village Hall Committee will need to consider if they are to request a grant in 2025. At present, it was agreed that whilst the draft budget will be discussed, the grant for the Village Hall element would be deferred until the next meeting. 

3040. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
Mr G Martin had reported the potholes on the Holcot Road between Turners Farm Close & Hannington Lodge.
The Acting Chair will take some photographs to forward to the Clerk, for her to report on FixMyStreet.

3041. West Northants Councillors.
As previously minuted the West Northants Councillors will only attend when asked to cover a specific area of concern.

3042. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 7 October 2024.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated, could not be approved, as only the Vice Chairman of those currently present had been at the meeting.  The approval would, therefore, need to be deferred to the next meeting. 

3043. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Chair to supply Councillor I Wilson the allotment plots to ascertain those which were overgrown – to be deferred to the next meeting.
The new posts will be discussed under item 3045.
The Clerk had emailed the paperwork to Kier re the urban mowing contract grant for 2024.
The replacement defibrillator pads had been ordered and received.

3044. Correspondence:
(a) The Rt. Hon. Stuart Andrew MP.
A letter had been received detailing all his contact details.
(b) NCALC – return of remote & hybrid attendance at LA meetings consultation – 19 Dec 2024.
This would require the PC having internet access at its’ meetings, which it currently does not, but depending on the outcome of the consultation may look into.

3045. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts – OK.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of posts – OK.
The Acting Chair reported that the posts had still to be installed and that Mr L Austin had offered to help – just needed to arrange a date.

3046. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report locally – the Acting Chair did mention the theft of 65 sheep in September from land behind the allotments.  Anything suspicious should be reported on the Village WhatsApp Group (however not a silver L200 Mitsubishi - belongs to the sheep farmer).

3047. Green Hill Solar Project (IW).
Councillor I Wilson had written an article for inclusion in Hannington Life detailing the Consultation and various meetings, to keep the village informed of its’ development.  Currently it is difficult to say how Hannington will be affected – the laying of cabling will come through “Hannington Parish”.  Councillor I Wilson also stated that the “Stop meetings” whilst a little long winded, were very informative.

3048. To consider whether the Parish Council should continue to record meetings.
Following a discussion, it was proposed by Councillor N Savage, seconded by Councillor I Wilson that the PC cease to record its’ meetings and was unanimously agreed.

3049. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part) and 2024/4030/S73 Pastures Farm. Planning breaches – lorry park, Mere Farm Business Park, Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
The Clerk reported that 2024/4030/S73 had been approved by WNC on 21 October and that no formal application had yet been received for the parking of lorries at Mere Farm Business Park.

All other items remaining outstanding.

3050. Update on the possible planning breach – JST lorries at Poldermere Business Centre (DB).
Councillor D Basford reported that WNC required a 21 consecutive day report detailing the traffic movement at the site, before they would do anything and even then, there was no guarantee they would pursue the matter.

3051. Update the Parish Council - to consider the report from the Wildlife Trust Conservation Officer on ways to improve/update the pocket park and to discuss any actions.
It was agreed to carry this forward to the next meeting in view of the absence of Councillor L Wood.  She had emailed to say that the WTCO report had been received but would need to chase the “bat people” for their report.  In addition, it was not currently known if the meeting with the owners of Hannington House had taken place to “walk the boundary”.

3052. To consider getting a “green waste bin” for the parish (IW).
Councillor I Wilson reported that Mr G Martin had taken several (20) large bags for green waste to the Household Recycling Centre following the work he undertook to cut back the vegetation on Highways land on the corner of School Lane.  Councillor N Savage also stated she had filled her green bin with leaves from School Lane and items also from the corner of School Lane. In addition, garden waste was produced from the flower beds and the wildflower area by the footpath of Main Street.  Following a discussion, Councillor N Savage said she was happy to store/obtain/subscribe for an additional bin for the PC, for which she would be re-imbursed, starting April 2025.

3053. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board.
Research into the size/material of the Notice Board was still on going – the Clerk confirmed that under the Transparency Code she would need to display c10 sheets of A4 paper.  Councillor D Basford suggest getting a solar light to enable it to be viewed at night.

3054. To consider plans, budget, and arrangements for the Local Elections in 2025.
Should next May’s election be a contested one, there would be costs associated with such an election – however this had only happened once in 1992 when Hannington changed from a Parish Meeting to a Parish Council.  The Council would still be subject to the Returning Officer’s Fee for a non-contested election and an amount had been included in the draft budget (item 2056).

3055. To agree Clerk’s salary review – National Joint Council for Local Government Service agreed new rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2024 - from £14.70 per hour to £15.33.
It was agreed to implement the increase.

3056. Draft budget 2025/26.
The draft budget was discussed except for the grant to the Village Hall.  It was agreed to increase the Clerk’s expenses to £450 (to cover the cost of ink cartridges), £60 for the Flower Beds – garden waste subscription and to show the grass cutting grant of £500 against the cost of cutting the grass.  The Clerk will amend the figures and they will be reviewed again at the next meeting, together with an update on whether the Village Hall would be applying for a grant.

3057. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoice:
The Community Heartbeat Trust – replacement defib pads	Chq 910	 £131.94

(b) Approve income received.
The second half of the precept - £5,512.50 was received on 27 September.

(c) Move £200 from the General Fund to the Defibrillator replacement fund & £250 to Allotment Deposits held.
It was unanimously agreed to move the £450 out of the General Fund and “ring fence” these monies for their specific purpose - therefore:

The reconciled bank balance was £26,237.63 being General £15,943.72, Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £450.00 and CIL £9,843.91

3058. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
The Chair had produced a draft copy for November, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to the inclusion of the Tote winners.

3059. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comment for consideration at the next meeting.  The Acting Chair also took the opportunity to thank Mr G Martin again for the work he had undertaken on the corner of School Lane to cut back & clear the vegetation.

3060. Date of next meeting: 2 December.



	
