


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 7 OCTOBER 2024 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3015. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present:  Vice Chairman J Middleton, Councillors M Reeves & L Wood.

Apologies: Chairman C Middleton, Councillors D Basford, N Savage & I Wilson. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

Please note that the meeting started at 7.40pm following the arrival of the Vice Chairman who was running late, for which he apologised.  In the absence of the Chair, he would fulfil the role for this meeting.
  
3016. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3017. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

3018. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

3019. West Northants Councillors.
As previously minuted the West Northants Councillors will only attend when asked to cover a specific area of concern.

3020. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 2 September 2024.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor L Wood and seconded by Vice Chairman and signed by the Chair of the meeting.

3021. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
The overgrown vegetation at the corner of School Lane had still not been reported on FixMyStreet.  However, Mr G Martin had been up to cut it back, with some assistance from Mr S Barritt and taken the debris to the HWRC – and would finish on Thursday.  The PC thanked him for his efforts.
The new Financial Regulations had been dated and circulated to the PC.
Comments on 2024/4030/S73 had been uploaded onto WNC planning portal.
Clerk to email R Furniss would be discussed under item 3027.
Chair to supply Councillor I Wilson the allotment plots to ascertain those which were overgrown – to be deferred to the next meeting.
Councillor L Wood’s meeting with the WTC Officer will be discussed under item 3029.
The provision of a new noticeboard will be discussed under item 3031.
The recording of PC meetings will be discussed under item 3026.

3022. Correspondence:
(a) None.

3023. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts - OK.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk - |Mr G Martin reported that the BT kiosk required a new light (not a new bulb) and that this would require the services of an electrician.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of posts - OK.
The new posts for the allotments and Mallards Wood still need to be installed.

3024. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report locally.  However there had been a serious accident on the A43 this evening resulting in the road being closed between the Holcot/Sywell and Mawsley roundabouts.

3025. Green Hill Solar Project (IW).
Nothing to report.

3026. To consider whether the Parish Council should continue to record meetings.
It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting when more Councillors would be present.

3027. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part), 2023/5974/FULL lodges and 	2024/4030/S73 Pastures Farm. Planning breaches – lorry park, Mere Farm Business Park, Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
2023/5974/FULL – lodges – this item had been withdrawn.  Ruth Furniss – Senior Enforcement & Monitoring Officer at WNC – had responded to the Clerk’s chasing email regarding the lorry park at Mere Farm Business Park as follows: “An application has been received in relation to the parking of the vehicles.
Until a decision is made on the application, we will not be taking any enforcement action.”
All other items remaining outstanding.

3028. Update on the possible planning breach – JST lorries at Poldermere Business Centre (DB).
This item was deferred in light of Councillor D Basford absence.

3029. Update the Parish Council on the meeting held on 26 Sept – Councillor L Wood, the Wildlife Trust Conservation Officer & villagers - to consider ways to improve/update the pocket park and to discuss any actions to be taken.
Councillor L Wood updated the PC about her recent meeting with the WTC Officer (however no villagers attended).  The full report will take about two weeks, but main headlines were that the ivy needed clearing and the hazel trees needed coppicing – or this could lead to further problems.  In addition, there were signs of badgers and bats using the site and these areas cannot be touched.  Councillor L Wood is also awaiting feedback from the “bat people”.  The WTC Officer suggested that young people could use the area to build dens/find woodland items but was not recommending the installation of play equipment.  The idea was to make it more accessible and preserve it as a wildlife area.

In addition, Councillor L Wood had also been contacted by the owner of Hannington House – stating that the PC needed to be sure where their boundary was, as not all the Pocket Park belonged to the PC.  Title deeds show the triangle of land owned by the PC, which is adjacent to a wooded area planted by a previous owner, who had also planted trees within the Pocket Park, when he had rented it from the PC.  There is a perimeter fence, erected by the PC which runs from Holcot Road virtually to the tip of the triangle and is still evident today – post and two rails.  The Vice Chairman has taken photographs from within the Pocket Park which show this perimeter fence is still in place.  Minutes from May 1997 show that this fence was erected c1m within the boundary – so as not to damage the roots of the existing hedge and to allow for a further hedge to be planted.  The ditch the other side of this fence belongs to HPC. Councillor L Wood will message the owner of Hannington House to arrange a meeting to “walk the boundary” and that the Vice Chairman would also attend. The Clerk gave Councillor L Woods some of the pictures she had printed off for the meeting.

3030. To agree to undertake the urban highway grass mowing for 2024.
The Clerk had now received details of the urban mowing contract grant for 2024 - £522.14 (previously £76.51), which the PC unanimously agreed to accept.  The Clerk will complete the paperwork and forward to Kier.

3031. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board.
The current notice board is showing its age and the Chair/Vice Chairman had looked into either one made from recycled plastic or an aluminium one that is powder coated.  These cost anything up to £2,000 depending on size. Further research is needed as the PC will need to consider the size required – under the Transparency Code, the PC must display all the relevant annual governance/accounting statements/internal audit report/certificate of exemption/bank reconciliation/variances/notice period & rights/CIL report – as noticeboards tend to be based on the number of A4 sheets that can be displayed. (A change in the law would be required for this NOT to occur).  Mr G Martin remarked that the existing posts would need to be left in situ as there was an electricity cable running close to one of them.
Mr G Martin also suggested that the once a new notice board had been purchases/installed, then the existing one could be refurbished and placed at one end of the village.

Councillor M Reeves informed the meeting that the Defibrillator would require new pads next month as the existing ones have reached their expiry date.  It was agreed that he go ahead and order them and liaise with the Clerk.

3032. To consider plans, budget, and arrangements for the Local Elections in 2025.
It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting when more Councillors would be present.

3033. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
ICO – 5 Sep – data protection fee			D/D		     £35.00
Mrs J Friell – salary & expenses July to Sept		Chq 904	   £925.72
Cancelled						Chq 905
HMR&C – paye July to Sept				Chq 906	   £210.20
E.on – street light maintenance				Chq 907	   £141.60
Maximow – grass cutting *2				Chq 908	   £648.02
Maximow – grass cutting *1				Chq 909	   £338.78
	
The reconciled bank balance was £20,857.07 being General £10,881.22 and CIL £9,975.85

(b) Approve income received.
There has been no income received since the last meeting.

(c) Budget v Actual – six months to 30 September 2024 and bank reconciliation.
The Clerk had previously circulated the figures which showed the actual expenditure for the six months to 30 Sept was £6,591 against a budget of £7,477.  This was due to timing difference on the grass cuts. The Clerk had also circulated details of the bank reconciliation/statement/payments/receipts, which was signed as accurate by Councillor M Reeves and the Clerk.

3034. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
The Clerk had produced a draft copy for October, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication.

3035. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting.

3036. Date of next meeting: 4 November.



	
