


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4 SEPTEMBER 2023 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

2755. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, N Savage & L Wood.

Apologies: Councillors C Middleton, M Reeves & I Wilson. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

2756. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

2757. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

2758. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

2759. West Northants Councillors.
As previously minuted the West Northants Councillors will only attend when asked to over a specific area of concern.

2760. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meetings dated 3 July and 7 August 2023.
The minutes for the meetings having previously been circulated were proposed by (3 July) the Chairman and seconded by Councillor D Basford and (7 August) proposed by Councillor L Wood and seconded by Councillor D Basford and both signed by the Chairman.  

2761. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meetings (for information only).
Item 2737 Councillor D Basford to try & ascertain the date/location of the September planning meeting.
Item 2738 August Walkabout to be discussed under item 2768.
Item 2742 electrical testing of streetlights to be discussed under item 2773.
Item 2743 Village Design Statement to be discussed under item 2774.

2762. Correspondence:
(a) E.on – 1 September price increase from 33.80p to 50.188p /kWh.
The price increase was noted – the precept had been increased to £600 in anticipation of any increase.

2763. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK.
(c) Mallards Wood – OK.
(d) VAS – s/be allotments.
The Chairman reported that Councillor I Wilson would be keeping the plot next to him weed free and would then take it formally in April.  Councillor D Basford enquired about the VAS – not considered currently to replace as the statistics produced by Councillor M Reeves showed no different when the sign “flashed a warning” or not.

2764. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report.

2765. To consider the “lorry park” on Mere Farm Business Complex – if it needs reporting to WNC.
The Chairman indicated that Mr Tornberg had sold off half of the site and just retained interest in the part he was looking to develop as a lodge park and was not connected with the lorry park.  Councillor N Savage had a lot of concern over the lorries using this and their impact on traffic.  Following a discussion, it was agreed in the first instance that the Clerk would report this as a planning breach on WNC website and report back.  She would also forward the incident number to the WN Councillors. Councillor D Basford also commented on the JST lorries located at Poldermere Business Centre.

2766. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part), WND/2022/0794 Land adj Ferndown, Red House Lane, WND/2022/1066 Pastures Farm, Red House Lane, 2023/5851/FULL extension to Kite Barn, Poplars Farm Close & 2023/5974/FULL lodges, Mere Farm Business Complex.
2023/5851/FULL was approved on 16 August 2023 by WNC and WND/2022/0794 was “Finally disposed of” on 22 August 2023. 

2767. Update on Gigaclear roll out & “making good” of verges etc. (NS).
Councillor N Savage reported that she had still not heard from the Co-ordinator about arranging the “making good” walkabout.  She also mentioned the issues that some were having with Gigaclear – installation not working or cancelled/no connection to the box/poor signals within properties.  Councillor N Savage will use the village WhatsApp group to reach out for comments, that she will collate and send to Gigaclear.

2768. Review any actions to be taken following the “Annual Village Walkabout”.
The Clerk read out the report emailed by Councillor I Wilson – the 30mph sign on the Walgrave Road was overgrown but this would be sorted once the hedges were cut.  The fencing posts at Mallards Wood will need replacing – rotting but no urgency at present and the pocket park has seen little or no use.

Councillor D Basford had prepared a comprehensive report with photographs which had been circulated prior to the meeting. There were overhead/dead tree branches/dirty signs/sunken footpath/faded white lines – however unlikely to be a priority for WND to fix.  He also mentioned the poor visibility the junction of the A43 and Red House Lane – vegetation and contractors fencing around the old “Henry’s site”.  He had reported it twice on FixMyStreet but no action to date.  The Clerk suggested he forward the incident numbers to Mr A Burns – Town and Parish Council liaison at WNC.

2769. Overhanging branches, vegetation & bushes around the village.  (DB)
Covered by item 2768.

2770. Vision splay A43/Red House Lane junction – reduced by vegetation & development fencing.  (DB)
Covered by item 2768.

2771. CIL money projects.
Nothing to report.

2772. Update on the Ash tree in School Lane subject to a TPO – if any.
The Clerk had not heard from Mr M Venton regarding any update.

2773. Update on the electrical testing of the village streetlights. (DB)
The Clerk had spoken to Rachel Casey of E.on – the lights were tested when they were changed to LEDS in 2019, and therefore would not be required until 2025. An inspection of the columns was carried out c w/c 21 August – witnessed by both Councillor D Basford & I Wilson.

2774. To consider the preparation of a “Village Design Statement” - (DB)
Councillor D Basford reported that the costs for a Neighbourhood Plan were in excess of £10K and therefore not financially viable for the village.  Grants were available, however they had to be spent within a calendar year.  There was also no point in doing a Village Design Statement as they carried no weight.

2775. Community Governance Review – ward boundary changes etc.
Following a discussion, it was felt that although Hannington would be represented by ONE Councillor covering 15 wards (currently THREE Councillors covering 12 wards) – as they were all relatively “small” there would be a shared commonality problems etc.

2776. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
nPower – 17 Apr – electricity supply			D/D		     £71.89
nPower – 17 Jul – electricity supply			D/D		     £93.16	
Mrs J Friell – expenses					Chq 871	   £115.37
Maximow – grass cutting *3				Chq 872	   £863.14

The reconciled bank balance was £21,924.86 being General £11,709.01 and CIL £10,215.85

(b) Approve income received.
No income had been received since the last meeting.

2777. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for September, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to the insertion of a condolence notice.

2778. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
Councillor D Basford requested that the JST lorries go onto the next agenda.

2779. Date of next meeting – 2 October 2023.
Councillor N Savage gave her advanced apologies for the meeting.






	
