


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL



MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 2 SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

2991. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present:  Chairman C Middleton, Vice Chairman J Middleton, Councillors N Savage, I Wilson & L Wood.

Apologies: Councillors D Basford & M Reeves. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 2 members of the public (Mr G Martin & Mrs R Wood).

2992. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

2993. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda.

2994. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

2995. West Northants Councillors.
As previously minuted the West Northants Councillors will only attend when asked to cover a specific area of concern.

2996. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 1 July 2024.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor L Wood and seconded by Vice Chairman and signed by the Chair.

2997. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Councillor N Savage to report overgrown vegetation at the corner of School Lane on FixMyStreet (still o/s).
Councillor L Wood’s meeting regarding the pocket park will be discussed under item 3008.
Adoption of Financial regulations will be discussed under item 3000.
The Chair had tried to contact Mr Shah, but the mobile number appears to be disconnected and the email bounced back as undeliverable.
Maximow had been informed of the new areas to be cut.

2998. Correspondence:
(a) NCALC – invitation to the West Northants area climate summit – 9 October.
(b) nPower – modernising UMS connections.
For information – NCALC no volunteers, nPower no action required.

2999. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park.
(b) Allotments - to include update on purchase of posts.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on purchase of post/rails.
All the above were OK and the Vice Chairman has the posts ready for installation.

3000. Adoption of new Financial Regulations.
The new Financial Regulation were proposed for adoption by the Chair, seconded by Councillor I Wilson and unanimously agreed.  The Clerk will date and re-issued to all Councillors.

3001. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
Nothing to report locally.

3002. Green Hill Solar Project (IW).
Councillor I Wilson queried how much the village knew about this project or what it implies if it goes ahead.  8 sites (with possibly a 9th) have been identified covering over 2,800 acres, to be linked with cables from North of Walgrave to Grendon and in the south from Lavendon to Grendon. They will be rotating solar panels - c4m high, together with security fencing 2.5 to 3m high and battery storage units.  Walgrave have organised a stop Green Hill Group. Councillor I Wilson has drafted an article for Hannington Life to make the village aware as it is likely to happen.  Councillor N Savage thought clarification should be sought on the security fencing, cabling – over or under ground and on the loss of amenity such a development would have on the countryside.
NB – this is for awareness only as currently there is NO official planning application to comment on.

3003. Planning application 2024/4030/S73 – variation of condition 5 of approved DA/2015/0848 to regularise applicants continued occupation.  Pastures Farm, Red House Lane, Hannington.
Following a discussion the Parish Council had no objections to the application on the proviso that this only applies to the main house and its’ occupants to oversee the development of the site and does not apply to the undeveloped land for which the Parish Council is expecting to see the associated permissions duly applied for in accordance with the approved plan WND/2022/1066.  The Clerk to upload on WNC planning portal.

3004. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part), 2023/5974/FULL lodges and 	Mere Farm Business Complex. Planning breaches – lorry park, Mere Farm Business Park, Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
The Clerk informed the meeting that she had been given the contact details for Ruth Furniss – Senior Enforcement & Monitoring Officer at WNC – who had responded as following on the lorry park at Mere Farm Business Park – “I visited the site on Friday 23 August 2024 and noted that there were lorries parked to the front of the site. I have checked the planning history of the site and note that Planning Permission DA/2019/0102 had a condition in relation to vehicle tracking. On the discharge of this condition a document was submitted which relates to this. Please see attached. On page 10 of this document, it shows an area of hardstanding for additional parking if required. Therefore, the principal of parking lorries in this area is lawful. However, I have sent a letter today to request that they either cease the use, change the surface of the parking area or submit an application to keep the lorry parking area as it currently is. This is because the surface area is of a different material to those shown in the approved document. As the use is lawful it is not expedient to take further enforcement action at this time, and I am therefore closing this case.”
[bookmark: _Hlk176259222]Following a discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would email Ruth Furniss – that it was the opinion PC that the company using the parking area had nothing to do with Crisis Couriers but connected with the site owner, nor anything to do with any of the unit occupiers, therefore also making it a violation of the 7.5 tonne weight restriction and should not be confused with DA/2019/0102.

3005. Update on the possible planning breach – JST lorries at Poldermere Business Centre (DB).
This item was deferred in light of Councillor D Basford absence, although he had forwarded the Clerk a copy of an email received from Adam Kite – Enforcement Officer – requesting that logs would be necessary to evidence the issues being alleged.

3006. To consider if the PC carry out a wildlife & ecology survey within the Parish to assist with future planning applications.
It was agreed not to pursue this matter any further and would be dropped from the next agenda.

3007. Review any actions to be taken following the “August village Walkabout”.
Councillor I Wilson had undertaken the walkabout. He had identified the posts required at the allotments and Mallards Wood, together with the public footpath issue off School Lane – which were all in hand.  The Chair will supply him a copy of the allotment spreadsheet so that he can identify the overgrown plots.  He also mentioned the number of potholes.

3008. Update the Parish Council on the informal meeting held on 15 July – Councillor L Wood & villagers - to consider ways to improve/update the pocket park and to discuss any actions to be taken.
Councillor L Wood gave an update on the meeting which was attended by 4 adults and one child. They undertook a tour of the Pocket Park – issues being fallen branches, dark, ivy and massively overgrown. They were looking for a useable space for younger people – picnic table and woodland play items.  She had already reached out to three tree surgeons to come out and have a look but has not received to any response.  She also mentioned that a Wildlife Trust Conservation Officer had visited the site in 2020 and met with Councillor I Wilson, Mrs K Wilson & Mrs R Wood.  Councillor L Wood has also made contact with the WTC Officer, who could revisit the site and update her report but not until the end of September.  It was agreed that this meeting should go ahead and Councillor L Wood to report back at the next meeting.

The Clerk had contacted WNC – CIL- if it would this be an appropriate use of CIL monies to have work done in the Pocket Park on clearing/reinstating paths, professional work of a tree surgeon to clear fallen trees/thin out, new fencing/gate, new bird boxes and signage. Ms D Hemmings – Senior Enforcement & Monitoring Officer - I have reviewed your enquiry with the Principal S106/CIL Officer and we have no objections; as long as the Parish haven’t been passed any S106 funds specifically for maintenance and enhancements of this pocket park.
The Clerk commented that as far as she was aware, Hannington had never received any s106 monies.

3009. To agree to undertake the urban highway grass mowing for 2024.
The Clerk had chased Alan Burns (WNC) again – he has heard nothing and will follow up.

3010. CIL money projects.
In addition to that mention in item 3008, the Clerk suggested that the PC may wish to consider a new noticeboard as the existing one had seen better days.  The Clerk will look into the cost of ones made from recycled plastics.

3011. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:

nPower – 15 Jul – electricity supply			D/D		   £135.38	
Maximow – grass cutting *1	(July)			Chq 898	   £338.78
Cancelled						Chq 899	   
The Comm Heartbeat Trust – VETS system		Chq 900	   £120.00	
Maximow – grass cutting *1	(Aug)			Chq 901	   £309.24
Cancelled						Chq 902
Mrs C Middleton – fence posts – minute 2860		Chq 903	   £340.16

The reconciled bank balance was £23,156.39 being General £13,180.54 and CIL £9,975.85


(b) Approve income received.
No income had been received since the last meeting.

Mrs R Wood left the meeting at the start of this item - the Vice Chairman took the opportunity to thank her for undertaking litter picking in and around the village.

3012. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
The Chair had produced a draft copy for September, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to adding in the Tote winners.

3013. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
The Chair suggested that the PC should reconsider the necessity to record all meetings as it had been undertaken on a trial basis and that the reason it had been done no longer applied – to go on the next agenda.

3014. Date of next meeting: 7 October



	
