


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 7 SEPTEMBER 2026 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON


3478. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Vice Chair L Wood & Councillors D Basford, N Jenks & I Wilson.

Apologies: Councillors R Horrocks & C Middleton. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 3 members of the public (Mr & Mrs Cookman, Mr G Martin).

3479. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3480. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no members declaration of interest for items on the agenda.

3481. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
Mr G Martin had intended to mention the debris left behind when the concrete mixer was cleaned out on the footpath off Main Street – however this had been cleared earlier in the day.  This was also reported by Mrs K Wilson – Footpath Warden.

3482. West Northants Councillor.
The West Northants Councillor sent her apologies and hopes to attend the November meeting.

3483. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 6 July 2026.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Councillor N Jenks and signed by the Chairman.

3484. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Chair to have a meeting with Mr S Pickering – to be discussed under item 3491.
Councillor N Jenks to look at the rear fencing at Mallard Wood & the installation of the posts – to be discussed under item 3486.
Councillor D Basford to look into the Community Speed Watch scheme – to be discussed under item 3487.
The Clerk had sent off the PC’s comments re CT2.
The Clerk had uploaded the PC’s comments on the Storage Yard onto the planning portal.
The Clerk had received an update from Helen Howard – Highways – to be discussed under item 3492.
Councillor N Jenks stated that she had set up her new email address & the Clerk confirmed that she had arranged for the auto re-direction to the new web site address.
Bank mandate to be discussed under item 3495(c).

3485. Correspondence:
(a) Email re sale of 5 Pheasant Drive, Walgrave - subject to a Local Market Unit Restriction – for info.
(b) NCALC – Parish Highways Representative Scheme – Clerk to respond to poll – more information needed.
(c) NCALC – 3 October Annual Conference – Moulton Community Centre – HPC will not attend.
(d) Email – National Grid power outages – a new substation is being installed w/c 8 September – to wait and see if this makes a difference.  Advised keeping a log of micro-outages as these do not register with National Grid.

3486. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park - OK
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts – OK.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – Mr G Martin was thanked for the work done to both.  He also mentioned that the door to the kiosk was being left open.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of post/rails – OK.
(e) Defibrillator – OK.
The installation of the posts remains outstanding – to be included in the quote for the fencing around the Pocket Park.

3487. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator and to include any Police reports received and Community Speed Watch relaunch.
There had been nothing to report locally.  Councillor D Basford had posted on the Village WhatsApp looking for volunteers to set up the Community Speed Launch – he received one response.  The PC will not be pursuing the matter further due to lack of interest.

3488. Green Hill Solar Project update (IW).
Councillor I Wilson reported that a decision was due second week in October.  However, the Secretary of State has requested further information from all interested parties by midnight 27 September.

3489. Report/Actions needed from the “August village Walkabout”.
Councillor I Wilson had prepared a small report following the walkabout on 3 August.  Allotments – two plots paid for but not being used, Mr L Austin has the rest of the ground in good order, hedge will need layering/trimming.  Mallards Wood – gatepost rotten, boundary fence “slightly wobbly” but not an immediate problem.  Pocket Park – looking good, following works undertaken.  Litter – well under control thanks to Mrs R Wood. 

3490. Parish Councillors to sign new electronic service of summons consent form.
Those present at the meeting signed their new consent forms following the creation of PC email addresses for each Councillor.  Councillors R Horrocks & C Middleton require completion.

3491. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8, s247 Town & Country Planning Act 1990 – diversion of Highway (East Midlands) Order 202 – part diversion CT2, update on meeting between Chairman landowner part CT2 & 2026/2026 - proposed use of land as open storage yard (use Class B8) - Land south of Woodmeadow, Kettering Road, Hannington & 2026/2670 conversion & extension of domestic outbuilding to create a new 3 bed dwelling, Manor Farm, Bridle Road, Hannington.  Updates on other Planning issues – Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane.
The Chairman had met with Mr S Pickering & Mr G Martin to discuss the plans to move the footpath. Following a lengthy discussion and in the interests of moving this item forward, the Chairman proposed that the PC reach an “informal agreement” to support the move with the proviso that it adheres to the following points – 
· Two additional solid panels to those already erected (c4m in length)
· Post & rail wooden fence 2m wide either side
· Follow a line to the right-hand side of the Willow tree and the creation of a new bridge (not wooden due to maintenance issues with Highways)
· The current path will be kept mowed/maintained until the official diversion is approved

	This is ALL subject to official planning and that the materials used, adhere to the approved plan.  The PC reserves the right to withdraw its’ support should items be amended when the application comes before them.
	The Chairman called for a vote for the “informal agreement” – FOUR supported & ONE against.
	Mr & Mrs Cookman wanted to know if there were any timelines for the completion of the works at Red Lion House – particularly completion of the front entrance.

2026/2670 – Manor Farm, Bridle Road – approved by WNC on 4 September.  It was agreed to take the Ash Tree off the agenda as this was showing good signs of renewed growth.

3492. To receive any update on the speed reduction along A43 & Red House Lane.
Whilst there was no update on dates for the speed reduction, Helen Howard did confirm that they will look at all current signage and any changes/removals will be done once the work is undertaken.  She also mentioned that the dragon teeth markings and the horse sign on Holcot Road are on this year’s minor works but could not confirm any exact dates.  However, the latter item had in fact been installed today.


3493. CIL money projects – Pocket Park (perimeter fencing, reinforce internal boundary, picnic tables, fill in pond, hedge laying, play equipment) & Village Hall upgrade projects.
Councillor D Basford will contact a fencing contractor to get quote(s) to look at the Pocket Park internal fencing to make more secure ?3 rails instead of two, look at the roadside fence to secure gaps, look at the “kissing gate” & fill in the pond.  He will also revisit the picnic tables & look to include the o/s posts at the allotment & Mallards Wood.  The Chair will look into the layering of the allotment hedge & if any grants are available.  Councillor N Jenks reported that a surveyor was coming to look at the Village Hall to advise of any necessary repairs that were required and if there were any CIL monies still unspent, to request a grant.  It was also agreed to remove play equipment for the agenda item. 

3494. Clerk pay review – back dated to 1 April – SCP 29 from £20.66 to £21.34 per hour – 3.3%
NCALC had confirmed the Local Government Pay Settlement had been approved and back dated to 1 April at 3.3%.  For the Clerk this entails an increase of 68p per hour or £195pa.  It was proposed by Councillor I Wilson that this be accepted and unanimously agreed.

3495. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:

	Payee
	Description
	Power
	Cheque No
	Amount

	Lloyds Bank plc
	Bank Charges
	LGA 72, s111
	D/D 29/06
	£7.25

	nPower
	Street light elect
	PCA 57, s3/HA80, s301
	D/D 13/07
	£105.66

	TJ Whitaker
	Grass Cutting
	OSA 06, s9-10
	Chq 963
	£340.00

	The Comm Heartbeat Trust
	VETS system annual fee
	PSA 36, s234
	Chq 964
	£120.00

	
	
	
	
	



The reconciled bank balance was £23,544.24 being General £16,058.33 Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £800.00 and CIL £6,685.91 (from 28 April 2022 monies).

(b) Approve income received.
There had been no income received since the last meeting.

(c) Update the bank mandate and set up internet banking, to include access levels for all Parish Councillors & the Clerk.
The Clerk had contacted Lloyds Bank on three occasions to ascertain how to set up internet banking – conflicting advice and not being able to talk to an advisor as the Clerk is not a cheque signatory.  No idea if one, three or all Councillors have to log on and set it up.  It was therefore agreed to leave at present and just arrange for Councillor R Horrocks to be added and Mr M Reeves to be removed.  Councillor C Middleton also contacted the bank regarding Councillor N Jenks (Savage) – who’s name has been amended as she has a personal account with Lloyds.

3496. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
	Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for September, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to including the September Tote winner and that August’s winner donated the monies back to the Village Hall.

3497. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
Councillor I Wilson did mention the enforcement of the 7.5 tonne weight limit through the village – however this would require a person to sit & log all vehicle movements as it would not be a priority for Highways.

3498. Date of next meeting: 5 October 2026.
Councillor N Jenks gave her apologies for the next meeting & the Clerk confirmed that she had also heard from Councillor R Horrocks that he would not be available.



	
